
 

Lessons Learned as a Lawyer — and in Life 
Stetson University College of Law Commencement Address 

Remarks Delivered by USF President Rhea Law 
May 18, 2024 

 
Good morning! Before I get started, I must tell you that it makes me so proud to 
see so many future lawyers earning their degrees today from Stetson Law. Can 
we take a moment to give the Class of 2024 another rousing round of applause?  



 

project where I had to analyze and make recommendations to assist a local 
business. I realized I had found my “why.” It was exhilarating to see that I had 
positively impacted that business, and I realized that becoming a lawyer would 
allow me to continue impacting and giving back to my community. 
 
I chose Stetson Law because of the significant role this institution has played in 
our region for generations. This is not only Florida’s first law school, it is 
enlightened. It is the first law school in the state to admit women and the first to 
require pro bono service by its students and its faculty. As a lifelong Tampa Bay 
resident and fifth-generation Floridian, I could not think of a better place to study 





 

One of my favorite clients was a visionary who constantly focused on enhancing 
the experience for those living or working within his projects. He was also 
focused on making them unlike anything that existed in Tampa Bay at the time.  
 
He would go to a piece of property 




