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October 10, 2023 

 

Thank you, Trustee Griffin — and good morning, everyone! I am 

delighted that you have joined us as we celebrate a dear friend of 

the University of South Florida — the 



Sam was a passionate champion of our great university. He is 

considered the “father” of the College of Public Health — having 

played an instrumental role in establishing our state’s first public 

health college right here at the University of South Florida.  

 

Throughout his work in public policy and as a state 

representative, he was a fierce advocate for children’s health and 

making our communities better places to live. 

 

I was fortunate to work closely with Sam during my time at 

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney. His smart, thoughtful, and caring 

approach to public policy was tremendously beneficial to our law 

firm and to our community.  

 

During those days, Sam used to stop by every morning to talk to 

me. When we would discuss policy issues, he always took the 

long view. He was aware of the local implications of our work, but 

he also saw how it could make a difference at a global level.  

 

And when he saw a need in our communities, Sam put in the 

work to make things better. He loved people… he loved being 

helpful... and he loved USF — especially the College of Public 

Health. 
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