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Frequently Asked Questions by Graduate Students 

First Term Enrollment 
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Florida Teacher Certification Requirements 

State Certification Programs: Some programs in the College of Education lead to Florida Teaching 
Certification or state-level endorsement in a specific subject area. To determine what additional courses 
and/or state exams are required in a state certification program, please contact the program advisor. 

Program Internship/Practicum: Students whose programs require an internship or practicum course should 
check with their program advisor regarding its requirements and deadlines. Some programs require students 
to submit their application for an internship or practicum one to two semesters in advance. 

Test Scores: Some programs require students to complete and pass state teaching exams, including but not 
limited to the General Knowledge Test (GKT), the Professional Education Exam, and/or Subject Area Exams 
in your chosen area of study. Check with your advisor at least two semesters prior to graduation to see if any 
of these exams are required for your program. 

 

Graduation and Commencement 

Enrollment in Final Semester: Students must be enrolled in a minimum of two (2) credit hours of graduate-
level coursework in the semester they apply for graduation, unless they have already completed all of their 
program’s course requirements (including thesis/project or dissertation hours) and required exams like the 
comprehensive exam. 

Applying for Graduation: Students must formally apply to graduate through Student Self-Service. The 
graduation application must be submitted 



 
  

  

Program-Specific Information 
Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Programs 

Internship: All MAT programs have a required teaching internship that students must complete in order to 
graduate. Students must apply for Internship at least two semesters in advance. For more information, see 
the Clinical Education – Internships page on the College of Education website. 

Teacher Certification Exam Scores: All MAT students must take and pass both the state Subject Area Exam 
(in their selected area of study) and the Professional Education Exam as two of their requirements for 





  
  

USF Web Resources 
 

All information in the COEDU Lifeline has been adapted from the resources 
listed below. Please refer to 

https://www.usf.edu/financial-aid/
https://www.usf.edu/registrar/calendars/index.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/education/graduate/graduate-support-office/grad-stud-resources/dates-and-deadlines.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/registrar/register/lateadd_readd.aspx
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