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Values
Values are those beliefs essential to reaching the vision, mission, and the purpose of the 
mission. Our beliefs are demonstrated by the respectful and professional ways in which 
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CFS Contributions to USF Strategic Goals

As a public metropolitan research university, USF, in partnership with our communities, serves 
the people of Florida, the nation, and the world by fostering intellectual inquiry and outcomes 
that positively shape the future—regionally, nationally, and globally. �is section pro�les CFS 
accomplishments that contribute to the successful achievement of USF strategic goals.

https://www.usf.edu/strategic-plan/documents/usf-strategic-plan-120721.pdf

Goal I: Student Success at USF and Beyond

Student enrollment

 XCFS academic programs supported 381 master’s and 19 
doctoral students.

Degrees award rates

 X99 master’s and 1 doctoral students across academic 
programs were awarded degrees.
 X�e Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health (CABH) 
Master of Science Program at the University of South 
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Goal 3: Partnership and engagement with local, 
national, and global impact

Strengthened corporate and community partnerships

 X�e Center for Autism and Related Disabilities 
(CARD) celebrated its 30th anniversary of the project in 
2023-2024.
 XStudents in the CRMHC program delivered over 35,000 
hours of mental health and rehabilitation services to  
the community.
 XOver 370 community partner agencies hosted students 
for their �eld experience from the CRMHC, ABA, 
CABH, and MFT programs
 XCFS faculty Linda M. Callejas, PhD; Svetlana 
Yampolskaya, PhD; Connie Walker-Egea, PhD; and 
Anna Abella, PhD, presented recommendations on 
increasing equity and reducing behavioral health 
disparities to Indiana Division of Mental Health and 
Addiction (DMHA) leadership.
 X�e USF Marriage and Family �erapy M.S. program 
launched a new partnership with the James A Haley 
LMFT Training program, one of only six in the nation.
 X�e Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance 
Center at USF has 14 program sites throughout Florida 
and provided 40,348 home visits.
 X�e University Center for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities (UCEDD) provided 78,319 hours of direct 
services to 5,292 people with developmental disabilities 
and their families. �e UCEDD also provided 2,726 
hours of training to 23,448 participants.

Expanded corporate and professional training and continuing 
education courses offered to the community

 X�e Registered Behavior Technician (RBT™) program 
generated over $97,000 in revenue.
 X�e Registered Behavior Technician (RBT™) training 
program achieved the second-highest pass rate in the 
country for 2023.
 XOver one thousand attendees were in Tampa  
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CFS Academic Programs

The Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health (CABH) Master of Science Program at the 
University of South Florida had its largest graduating class to date in the Fall 2023 Ceremony.

ACADEMIC
POINTS OF 
PRIDE

190%
Student Credit Hour 
10-Year Growth Rate

FY
24

MASTERS: 381 
98 graduated

DOCTORATE: 19 
1 graduated

173,000+
Hours of Student 

Community 
Engagement
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CFS Academic Programs

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
Director: Ray Miltenberger, PhD

https://www.usf.edu/ABA

�e ABA program at USF is designed to meet growing 
needs in Florida and nationally for practitioners who can 
work e�ectively in the �elds of developmental disabilities, 
autism, education, child protective services, child 
behavior disorders, rehabilitation, mental health, and 
business and technology.

ABA Doctoral Program  
�e ABA program is a three- to four-year program 
that accepts students with master’s degrees in ABA 
and focuses on training students to be researchers and 
teachers. �e doctoral program requires 54 credit hours 
(7 didactic courses – 21 credits; dissertation – 18 credits; 
independent research 15 credits).

 X 1 PhD student graduated.
 X 5 doctoral students were admitted for the  
Fall of 2023.

ABA Master of Science  
�e on-campus MS program is a two-year program 
designed to provide students with expertise in applied 
behavior analysis as they work in applied settings and 
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CFS Academic Programs

 X 553 students enrolled in classes during 2023-2024.
 X Courses such as RCS 4453 (Overview of Addictive 
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CFS Research • Training • Technical Assistance

CFS Reseaarch, Training, & Techical Assistance
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CFS Research • Training • Technical Assistance

Applied Behavior Analysis
Evaluating Music’s Effects with a Treadmill
PI: Ray Miltenberger, PhD

�is joint project between USF, Auburn University, 
and Western New England University is investigating 
the e�ects of music on exercise intensity on a treadmill. 
Although research shows that antecedent music can 
in�uence running pace and enjoyment, research has not 
evaluated music as a reinforcing consequence for running. 
�e results will inform basic research on reinforcement and 
applied research on interventions to promote exercise.

Funder: Auburn University

Total Funding: $83,655
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CFS Research • Training • Technical Assistance

Community Supports
All Pro Dad: Fatherhood Involvement in Literacy 
and Family Engagement Multimedia and Awareness 
Campaign
PI: Donna Burton, PhD

�e Family First organization has developed and 
implemented a literacy campaign within their All Pro 
Dad (APD) program designed to enhance father and 
child relationships and build child reading and academic 
skills. �e evaluation plan examines the implementation 
experiences of new chapters and identi�es opportunities 
to support their continued growth and success. �is plan 
includes research questions and methods that are guided by 
APD goals. It reports on strategies that Family First can use 
to support the growth and enhance the positive impact of 
APD chapter events on dads and their children. As Family 
First continues to grow the APD program, the evaluation 
plan will expand its focus to assess changes in parent 
knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors related to the 
literacy campaign over time.

Funder: Family First

Total Funding: $139,791 

Florida Center for Inclusive Communities (FCIC) Family 
Community Liaison 
PI: Laura Rodríguez López, EdD

�is grant supports FCIC activities related to engaging 
families of individuals with disabilities statewide, primarily 
funding salary and supplies for sta� who serves as FCIC 
Family/Community Liaison. �e Family/Community 
Liaison helps identify needs of families who have one or 
more member with an intellectual and developmental 
disability, provides these families with information and 
tools for advocacy, and helps connect them to supports and 
services that match their needs.

Funder: Administration for Community Living

Total Funding: $113,670

Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System 
Multi-Disciplinary Centers (FDLRS-MDC)
PI: Rose Iovannone, PhD

http://icei.fmhi.usf.edu/

�e Interdisciplinary Center for Evaluation and 
Intervention (ICEI) is part of a statewide network of 
Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources (FDLRS) 
Multi-Disciplinary Centers (MDC). �e center 
provides comprehensive evaluations, consultations, and 
interventions at no cost for children and youth aged  
3-21 who have medical, educational, emotional, or 
behavioral problems.

Funder: Florida Department of Education

Total Funding: $1,450,000

Improving Access to Mental Health Care for 
Underserved Children, Adolescents, and Families 
through Integrating Behavioral Health Training into 
Primary Care (Project BHWET-USF)
PI: Chih-Chin Chou, PhD

�is project is designed to increase access to behavioral 
healthcare for underserved populations in the Tampa 
Bay area of Florida by increasing numbers of counselors, 
marriage and family therapists, psychologists, and social 
workers trained to provide integrated behavioral health 
(IBH) services in primary care medical practices. �e 
interdisciplinary “Integrated Behavioral Health Training 
Collaborative” has been formed from graduate programs in 
Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling, Psychology 
(School and Clinical), Social Work, and Pediatric 
Psychology in the Colleges of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences and Medicine. Over several years, these training 
programs have individually o�ered an uncoordinated 
variety of IBH courses, experiential placements (advanced 
practicums), and internships in a limited number of 
primary care medical practices. It is projected that by 
the end of the project, 72 trainees from Mental Health 
Counseling and Social Work, 12 Psychology doctoral 
graduate students and 16 Psychology interns will be trained 
to enter behavioral health practice in primary care settings.

Funder: Health Resources and Services Administration

Total Funding: $ 1,919,549
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NOURISH-T+: A Mixed Methods Approach to Evaluating 
the Role of Individual Differences: Impact on Fruit and 
Vegetable Intake Outcomes in NOURISH-T+ Parents of 
Pediatric Cancer Survivors
PI: 
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CFS Research • Training • Technical Assistance

Early Childhood
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CFS Research • Training • Technical Assistance

Examining the Efficacy of Program-Wide Supports 
for Pyramid Model Implementation (PWS-PMI): 
Addressing Young Children’s Social-Emotional 
Competence and Challenging Behavior
PI: Lise Fox, PhD

�e project is conducting an e�cacy study of a system 
of supports for implementing the Pyramid Model for 
Promoting Social-Emotional Competence program-wide 
in early childhood programs. �e Pyramid Model is a 
tiered framework of teaching practices for promoting 
social-emotional competence and addressing challenging 
behavior in young children. PWS-PMI describes the 
systems that programs put in place to support and sustain 
the use of Pyramid Model practices by all sta�. Project sta� 
will work with community early childhood programs (e.g., 
child care, Head Start) in the Nashville metro and Tampa 
Bay areas to examine if the implementation of PWS-PMI 
yields outcomes in teachers’ use of evidence-based practices 
and children’s social, emotional, and behavioral outcomes.

Funder: Vanderbilt University/U.S. Department of Education

Total Funding: $1,539,631

Expanding and Scaling the Pyramid Model in Pre- 
Kindergarten and Kindergarten Classrooms in Districts 
Across the U.S.
PI: Lise Fox, PhD

A research grant focused on scaling the Pyramid Model 
for Promoting Social Emotional Competence in Young 
Children in Prekindergarten (PreK) and Kindergarten 
(K) classrooms in diverse districts in states across the 
country. �e Pyramid Model provides tiered practices 
that teachers implement in their classrooms to address the 
social-emotional and behavioral needs of children with 
all children, including those with high needs. �e project 
includes evaluating the implementation and e�cacy of the 
Pyramid Model across eight districts in four states (TN, 
NC, NE, and CA) with a diverse student sample. A key 
project component is partnering with school districts to 
scale and build the capacity for sustaining Pyramid Model 
implementation in Pre-K and K classrooms.

Funder: Vanderbilt University/U.S. Department of Education

Total Funding: $806,667

Exploring Heterogeneity Among the U.S. Latino Dual 
Language Learner Head Start Population: A Secondary 
Data Analysis
PI: Matthew Foster, PhD

�e purpose of this project is to gain a better 
understanding of the academic achievement and 
socioemotional functioning of the Latino dual language 
learner (DLL) population within Florida Head Start 
classrooms. With the intention of informing instruction 
and assessment for DLLs, this secondary data analysis 
will identify subgroups of DLLs based on their: 1) levels 
of cognitive, linguistic, literacy, and math achievement 
in both English and Spanish prior to kindergarten entry; 
2) growth trajectories for language, literacy, and math in 
English and Spanish as DLLs transition from preschool 
into kindergarten; and 3) trajectories for socioemotional 
functioning from preschool into kindergarten. Home and 
malleable classroom factors associated with the subgroups 
will be examined. Preliminary results show that there are 
four subgroups of DLLs (English Dominant, Balanced 
Average, Spanish Dominant, Emerging Bilinguals) and that 
bilingual development is not associated with risk for poor 
educational outcomes.

Funder: U.S. Department of Education

Total Funding: $139,058

Florida Implementation of the Pyramid Model to 
Improve Young Children’s Social, Emotional, and 
Behavioral Outcomes in Early Care and Education
PI: Lise Fox, PhD

�is project provides capacity-building technical 
assistance and training to regional Early Learning 
Coalitions for the implementation of the Pyramid Model. 
Activities include establishing and guiding community 
implementation teams, implementation specialist training 
and support, training of trainer workshops, and technical 
assistance related to data systems and the use of data for 
decision-making.

Funder: Florida Division for Early Learning, Florida 
Department of Education, through the preschool 
development grant funded by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Administration for Children 
and Families

Total Funding: $228,620
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CFS Research • Training • Technical Assistance

Florida HIPPY Training and Technical Assistance Center
PI: Tracy Payne Jordan, PhD

http://floridahippy.fmhi.usf.edu/

Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters, 
HIPPY, is a 50+ year old, international,  evidence-based, 
home visiting program serving families with children ages 
two through �ve. Its mission is to help prepare parents and 
children for school success. �e Florida HIPPY Training 
& Technical Assistance Center (T&TAC) partners with 
agencies throughout Florida that deliver HIPPY services 
locally within their counties. HIPPY is free to parents and 
guardians and is delivered by HIPPY home visitors recruited 
from among parents once in the program or from among 
community leaders of the high-needs communities they 
serve. �e T&TAC licenses, trains, and evaluates sites in 
Florida on behalf of HIPPY US, the national entity that 
ensures �delity to the HIPPY model. 

Funder: Florida Department of Education

Total Funding: $11,700,000

HIPPY Corp 
PI: Tracy Payne Jordan, PhD

�is project involves work in Florida on behalf of HIPPY 
US and the National HIPPY Network, such as conducting 
site visits in Florida, attending the National Conference, 
participating in National Network Meetings, training and 
monitoring HIPPY programs in Florida. 

Funder: Connelly-3-Publishing Group

Total Funding: $25,000

Hillsborough HIPPY Parent Involvement Project (HHPIP)
PI: Tracy Payne Jordan, PhD

http://floridahippy.fmhi.usf.edu/HHPIP.html

HHPIP provides HIPPY services to 350 families 
throughout Hillsborough County. HHPIP also 
subcontracts social and mental services for HIPPY families 
through Success for Kids and Families to ensure barriers to 
participation are mitigated. HHPIP has also successfully 
expanded HIPPY services to families with young children 
on the autism spectrum through a program developed 
in collaboration with the Center for Autism and Related 
Disabilities (CARD). 

Funder: Children’s Board of Hillsborough County

Total Funding: $ 1,503,909

HIPPY In Martin County (HIMCO)
PI:  Tracy Payne Jordan, PhD

HIMCO is funded to establish a new HIPPY site in 
Martin County. �e funding supports the development 
of a new team that deliver services to 60-75 families 
residing in communities where the school readiness rate 
is below 20%. 

Funder: Children’s Services Council Martin County

Total Funding: $749,216

National Autism Spectrum Disorder Community of 
Research and Practice (NASD-CORP)
PI: Tracy Jordan, PhD

NASD-CORP is a train-the-trainer pilot project to 
develop an online course for HIPPY Home Visitors 
and establish a Community of Research and Practice 
for graduates of the course. �e online course will 
provide instruction, materials, and knowledge in 
autism, developing children’s communication, handling 
challenging behaviors, and other topics relevant to HIPPY 
Home Visitors wanting to deliver home visiting and 
school readiness support to families with children recently 
diagnosed with autism. Following the development of the 
course, we will pilot test the registration process, 8-week 
course, assessments, and enrollment into the CORP 
with a group of experts, home visitors, and community 
partners who have agreed to help facilitate future 
administration of the course and CORP to subsequent 
cohorts who will participate after this project has ended.

Funder: Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County

Total Funding: $122,500

National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations
PI: Lise Fox, PhD

https://challengingbehavior.org/

�e National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations 
provides resources, training materials, practical tools 
and materials, develops guidance, and assists state 
and program leaders in addressing the needs of young 
children with or at-risk for developmental disabilities 
with a focus on improving children’s social-emotional 
development and addressing challenging behavior.

Funder: U.S. Department of Education, O�ce of Special 
Education Programs

Total Funding: $5,500,000
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National Center on Early Childhood Development, 
Teaching, and Learning-Zero to Three
PI: Lise Fox, PhD

�e National Center on Early Childhood Development, 
Teaching, and Learning (NCEDTL) provides a subcontract 
to USF to provide training and guidance to Head Start 
programs. NCEDTL helps early childhood programs use 
best practices that lead to positive child outcomes across 
early childhood programs. Project faculty at USF provide 
training and guidance related to preventing and addressing 
challenging behavior and the coaching of classroom teachers.

Funder: Vanderbilt University/Administration for Children 
and Families (ACF) of the United States (U.S.) 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

Total Funding: $162,334

Validity of a Nonspeech, Dynamic Assessment of the 
Alphabetic Principle (DAAP)
PI: Jason Anthony, PhD

�is project involves developing and validating a dynamic 
early literacy assessment for English-speaking children in 
prekindergarten and kindergarten. �e new test involves 
very simple instructions and requires only nonverbal touch 
responses, making it ideally suited for young learners and 
children with speech, language, or intellectual disabilities.

Funder: University of Kansas/U.S. Department of Education

Total Funding: $551,208

Positive Behavior Support
Development and Pilot Testing of a Virtual Prevent-
Teach-Reinforce Coaching Model (ePTR Coach) for 
Children with or At-Risk for Disabilities
PI: Kwang-Sun Blair, PhD

�is project develops and evaluates the potential e�cacy 
of a virtual Prevent-Teach-Reinforce (PTR) coaching 
model (ePTR Coach) to improve behavioral and academic 
outcomes for children with or at-risk for disability in grades 
K-5 who are in need of intensive behavior interventions. 
�e study is unique in its aim to train school-based 
personnel to become coaches, rather than relying on 
outside experts. �e project collaborates with three local 
school districts (Hillsborough, Manatee, and Pasco).

Funder: U.S. Department of Education

Total Funding: $ 1,999,017

Florida Connect: Interconnecting School Mental Health 
and Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports to 
Improve Middle School Students’ Academic, Social, 
Emotional, and Behavioral Outcomes
PI: Heather Peshak George, PhD

�is project improves service delivery to students 
identi�ed at-risk for mental health needs by installing 
the Interconnected Systems Framework (ISF) in 
high implementing PBIS middle schools in Marion 
County. Training and technical assistance is provided 
to participating school teams in administering universal 
screening, analyzing social, emotional, and behavior data 
across all students, and engaging in problem-solving to 
implement evidence-based interventions matched to 
student needs, including connecting students to the local 
mental health agencies for more intensive support. �e 
outcomes of these model demonstration sites will help 
others in understanding the critical system components 
needed to successfully meet the needs of all students.

Funder: U.S. Department of Education

Total Funding: $1,508,004
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Florida Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports: 
Multi-Tiered System of Supports (PBIS:MTSS)
PI: Donald Kincaid, EdD

https://flpbis.cbcs.usf.edu/

Because signi�cant behavior problems contribute to unsafe 
school environments and reductions in student performance, 
Florida Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 
(FLPBIS) is committed to providing training and technical 
assistance in developing and implementing sustainable 
positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS) to 
create systems that support e�ective practices that improve 
student outcomes and school climate. FLPBIS focuses 
on building the local capacity to prevent challenging 
behaviors and improve skills through team- based coaching, 
evaluation, and data-based problem- solving with district 
leaders across Florida.

Funder: Florida Department of Education/U.S. Department of 
Education

Total Funding: $1,459,803
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Statewide Evaluation: Indiana Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Health Equity Program
PI: Linda Callejas, PhD

�is evaluation study is focused on using data provided by 
the Indiana Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
(DMHA) Equity O�ce to assess how well statewide equity 
e�orts have worked to reduce behavioral health disparities, 
particularly those experienced by racially or ethnically 
minoritized communities within the state; LGBTQ+ 
youth; and others. Findings will be used to address two 
key evaluation aims: 1) evaluate DMHA equity initiatives 
for e�ectiveness, give recommendations for future 
directions, identify continuous quality improvements 
for organizational equity processes, and assist DMHA 
sta� with technical assistance; and 2) use DMHA data 
to inform DMHA’s work, service provision, funding 
decisions, policy, and training regarding health equity.

Funder: Indiana Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Health Equity

Total Funding: $857,534

School Success
Development and Pilot Testing of Modular-Based 
Consultation using Evidence-Based Practices for 
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Substance Abuse
Parent Partners for Families of Miami-Dade County
PI: Linda Callejas, PhD

�is project examines e�orts to establish an integrated 
continuum of care for families with parental substance 
misuse/use disorders and children in substitute care. A 
key component of this project includes a randomized 
controlled trial (RCT) to test a peer specialist intervention 
focused on these child safety outcomes: reducing child 
length of stay in out of home care, reducing the number 
of child placements once in care, and reducing re-entry 
into the system, as well as an implementation sub-study 
to document project implementation and assess factors 
associated with implementation of the peer support 
model (“Parent Partners”). In addition, a focus is on these 
child/family well-being outcomes: increasing parental 
engagement into substance treatment, increasing parental 
protective capacities, and increasing child engagement into 
needed behavioral health services.

Funder: Citrus Health Network, Inc./Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)

Total Funding: $457,287 

Workforce Development
ACCESS Vets

�e ACCESS-Vets study is evaluating the impact of a 
proven customized employment service on employment 
rates of Veterans with spinal cord injury (SCI) who 
have not been successful with other vocational service 
options. Results will guide research and practices for 
adoption of ACCESS-Vets as part of the Veterans 
Health Administration’s vocational services to improve 
employment outcomes for Veterans with SCI.

Funder: James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital

PI: Areana Cruz, PhD

Total Funding: $118,842

PI: Christina Dillahunt-Aspillaga, PhD

Total Funding: $53,939

PI: Tammy Jorgensen-Smith, PhD

Total Funding: $75,818

Conducting Research in Clinical Contexts: Project to 
Support Doctoral Students at Neurorestorative
PI: Sarah Bloom, PhD

�is project support USF doctoral students mentored 
by Dr. Bloom to provide clinical BCBA services to 
Neurorestorative’s Wauchula program to complete sta� 
training, protocol development, implementation, QA, BIP 
writing, and interdisciplinary treatment team meeting.

Funder: Neurorestorative

Total Funding: $89,865
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Institute for Translational Research Education in 
Adolescent Substance Use (ITRE)
https://www.usf.edu/itre

PI: Oliver T. Massey, PhD and Bruce Lubotsky Levin, DrPH

ITRE is a unique opportunity for graduate students in 
behavioral health to learn and apply the principles of 
implementation science to community based service 
providers. �rough a graduate certi�cate program, scholars 
gain experience in the use and application of evidence 
based practices, and the practical aspects of improving 
services in real world communities. Student tuition, books, 
and service learning costs are covered by federal funding.

Funder: National Institute on Drug Abuse/National Institutes 
of Health

Total Funding: $1,625,322

Project iSED: Advancing Interdisciplinary Services 
for Students with Severe Emotional and Behavioral 
Disorders
PI: Catia Cividini-Motta, PhD 

https://www.usf.edu/cbcs/cfs/academics/aba/masters/ scholarship.
aspx

Project iSED provides training, coursework, mentorship, 
and �eldwork experience to students in the masters 
program in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) and Social 
Work (SW). �rough various experiences students selected 
for the project (i.e., scholars) gain the skills necessary to 
work, following graduation, in school settings, serving 
school-aged children who engage in challenging behavior. 
During their time enrolled in Project iSED, scholars gain 
additional knowledge in school-based interventions and 
learn to collaborate with other professionals in designing 

https://www.usf.edu/itre
https://www.usf.edu/cbcs/cfs/academics/aba/masters/ scholarship.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/cbcs/cfs/academics/aba/masters/ scholarship.aspx


2024 CFS Impact 31

CFS Research • Training • Technical AssistanceAcronyms

ABA Applied Behavior Analysis

ABAI Association for Behavior Analysis International 

APD All Pro Dad

ASD Autism Spectrum Disorder

AWARE  Advancing Wellness and Resilience in 
Education
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CFS is committed  
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