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INTRODUCTION  
 

This Handbook provides information on the policies, procedures and requirements for the Doctoral 
Program in Applied Behavior Analysis at the University of 
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Year 3 

Fall 2023 
MHS 7980 Dissertation 4 (3 credit hours) 
Conduct dissertation research 
 

     Spring 2024 
MHS 7980 Dissertation 5 (3 credit hours) 
Conduct dissertation research 

 
Summer 2024 

MHS 7980 Dissertation 6 (3 credit hours) 
Complete Request for the Dissertation Defense form 
Defend dissertation 
Complete Successful Defense of the PhD Dissertation form 
Apply for graduation (OASIS) 
ETD Checklist (http://www.grad.usf.edu/ETD_ProcessChecklist_Dissertation.php) 
 

Once accepted to candidacy, a student can begin work on the dissertation 
 

Students can take additional hours of Independent Research to maintain full time status. 
 
 
 

TEACHING  REQUIREMENTS  
 

One goal of the ABA PhD program is to teach students to become excellent college level instructors. 
To accomplish this goal, students spend their first semester being mentored to teach an undergraduate 
ABA class either by an established doctoral student or faculty member. The following two semesters 
(spring and summer), the student will be the instructor of record for that course. In the spring and 
summer of the first year, as the student is teaching the course independently, the student will meet in 
a weekly seminar with the professor teaching the College Teaching Seminar. 

 
�‡ Fall First Year 

o Serve as TA for undergraduate course. 
o Receive mentorship in all aspects of course development and delivery. 
o Over the course of the semester, take on increasingly more responsibility for the 

course. 
 

�‡ Spring/Summer First Year 
o Student will be the instructor of record for the course. 
o Student is responsible for all aspects of the course including: 

�’ Developing a course syllabus 
�’ Developing lecture and activity materials 
�’ Grading 
�’ Managing/training teaching assistants 
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RESEARCH EXPECTATIONS  
 

Independent Research 
 

�‡ At least 5 semesters of independent research 
�‡ Propose and conduct research in addition to dissertation 
�‡ Present and publish research 
�‡ Practice writing a federal grant (NIH, IES, NSF) and potentially submitting it 
�‡ Mentor �P�D�V�W�H�U�·�V and undergraduate students 

 
Research Productivity 

 

�‡ Attend and present at FABA and ABAI 
�‡ Write and submit manuscripts for publication 
�‡ Mentor �P�D�V�W�H�U�·�V student research or undergraduate research.  
�‡ Participate in writing and submitting federal grants when possible 

 
 
 

CANDIDACY  REQUIREMENTS  
 

1. Pass the BACB exam  

2. Submit two review papers, approved by major advisor    
3. Choose dissertation committee members    
4. Complete the Admission to Doctoral Candidacy form and submit by deadline 

http://www.grad.usf.edu/ETD_Deadlines.php 
 

Literature Review Papers 
 

The two review papers required for admission to candidacy should demonstrate that the candidate 
has full knowledge of the literature in two areas of research. The review papers are used as 
demonstration of this knowledge. The student is responsible for conducting a literature review and 
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DISSERTATION  ACTIVITY  
 

Requirements 
 

The dissertation is a research project with a research question 

http://www.grad.usf.edu/ETD_ProcessChecklist_Dissertation.php
http://www.grad.usf.edu/ETD_Deadlines.php
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responding, self- directed research, lecture, and mentored collaborative and self-directed 
grant related activities. 

 
MHS 6938 �² College Teaching Seminar 

 
This course teaches the knowledge and skills needed to become effective college teachers. 
The course discusses all aspects of college teaching including syllabus development, lecture 
development and delivery, test development and grading, active learning strategies, and 
classroom management. Doctoral student in the ABA program take this class as they are 
teaching a class under supervision. 
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                                                                      Dissertation Forms and Information 
 
 

                For CBCS forms go to - https://www.usf.edu/cbcs/graduate/forms.aspx 
 

                  For OGS forms go to - https://www.usf.edu/graduate-studies/forms.aspx 

https://www.usf.edu/cbcs/graduate/forms.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/graduate-studies/forms.aspx


Admission to Doctoral Candidacy Form 
 

OFFICE OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, ALN 226 |  Tampa, FL 33620-5816 
TEL: (813) 974-2846 |  WEB:

http://www.grad.usf.edu/
http://www.grad.usf.edu/catalog.php


http://www.grad.usf.edu/
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Un i v e r s i t y o f S



 

 

Pr o c e d u r e s f o r C o n d u c t i n g t h e D o c t o r a l D i s s e r t a t i o n D e f e n s e ( Fi n a l O r a l E x a m i n a t i o n ) 
 

1. The Doctoral Dissertation defense (final oral examination) should be conducted within a timeline 
to allow for the student to makee

e

e t





 

 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH  FLORIDA 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences 

SUCCESSFUL DEFENSE  OF THE  PH.D.  DISSERTATION  
 
 

The undersigned verify that the final oral defense of the dissertation has been successfully completed by the following 
doctoral candidate and that the dissertation is ready to submit to the Graduate School pending revisions. 

 
 

 N ame (print or type clearly) USF ID#  Degree 
 

Doctoral Candidate 
  

U 

  




