
 
 
 
 

POS 3931: The Road to the White House 2016 
Spring 2016 

 
Dr. Judithanne Scourfield McLauchlan  
Department of History and Politics 
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Seminar Papers (60%) 
 
Students will write six (6) seminar papers during the course of the semester.   No late seminar 
papers will be accepted.  More detailed assignments and expectations will be handed out during 
the course of the semester (and posted on Canvas), but a general timeline of topics and deadlines 
can be found below: 
 
 Topics and Deadlines: 
 
  Paper #1, Due  January 11, Presidential Candidate Paper 
  Paper #2, Due January 18, Review of Scala book, NH Primary 
  Paper #3, Due January 25, Review of Redlawsk book, Iowa Caucuses 
  Paper #4, Due February 29, Devise electoral strategy for party nominees 
  Paper #5, Due March 7, Jones book, predict 2016 presidential election results 
  Paper #6, Due April 4, Suggestions for Reform 
 
Final Exam (30%) 
 
The Final Exam (worth 30% of your final grade) will be administered on April 18th  
 
Attendance at the final examination is mandatory. Make-up exams will NOT be administered 
e

http://www.sa.usf.edu/handbook/02/academics/ImportantAcademicPolicies.htm


 
Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to the observance of a major 
religious holiday must provide advance notice of the date(s) to the professor in writing during the 
first week of class.  
 
Note that 10% is 



About USFSP’s Student Sexual Harassment and Violence policy: Following national 
guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, the USFSP policy requires that faculty follow USF 
policy as a “mandatory reporter” of any personal disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, and/or 
violence related experiences or incidents shared with the faculty member in person, via email, 
and/or in classroom papers or homework exercises. These disclosures include but are not limited 
to reports of personal relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty 
are often able to help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on campus (e.g., see the 
USFSP Health and Wellness link below), disclosure by the student to the faculty member 
requires that the faculty member inform appropriate USF channels to help ensure that the 
student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure 
not be shared. 
 
For counseling support and assistance, please see the USFSP Wellness Center, which includes a 
variety of counseling services that can be accessed at: http://www.usfsp.edu/wellness/

http://www.health.colostate.edu/
http://www.health.colostate.edu/
http://www.wgac.colostate.edu/need-help-support
http://www.wgac.colostate.edu/need-help-support
tel:727-530-7273


Reading Assignment: 
 
Wayne, Chapter 1 (pp. 1-24) (“Presidential Selection: An Historical Overview”) 
 
Wayne, Chapter 5 (pp. 116-137) (“Campaigning for the Nomination”) 
 
*Review the websites and learn more about of all presidential candidates and campaigns. See 
Appendix 4 of this Syllabus for a listing of all of the presidential campaign websites. 
 
DUE: Seminar Paper #1:  Seminar Paper (2-4 pp.) about one of the presidential candidates 
(include a brief biography and brief review of policy initiatives). Candidates will be assigned by 
the Instructor to ensure that there will be papers about all presidential candidates.  (The paper 
assignments will be e-mailed to students by January 5th)  Note:  Student papers about each of the 
presidential candidates may be included in the USFSP Road to the White House 2016 book (with 
student consent) 
 
Democrats 
 
Clinton   O’Malley   Sanders    
WARD   BATEMAN   KENDALL 
DOAN        LEGAC 
 
Republicans 
 
Bush    Carson   Christie 
SONESTROMTR AC 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sotu


Thursday, January 14: Republican debate 
Location: North Charleston, S.C. 
Sponsor: Fox Business Network 
 
Sunday, January 17: Democratic debate 
Location: Charleston, S.C. 



Niall Palmer. The New Hampshire Primary and the American Electoral Process. Westview 
Press, 1999. 
 
Gary R. Orren and Nelson W. Polsby, eds.  Media and Momentum: The New Hampshire Primary 
and Nomination Politics. Seven Bridges Press, 1987. 
 
Susan Berry Casey.  Hart and Soul: New Hampshire’s Odyssey and Beyond. National Health 
Insurance, 1986. 
 
Dayton Duncan.  Grass Roots:  One Year in the Life of the New Hampshire Presidential 
Primary. Viking Penguin, 1991. 
 
Hugh Gregg.  See How They Run:  An Insider’s View of the New Hampshire Presidential 
Primary.  P.E. Randall, 1990. 
 
Walter Shapiro.  One Car Caravan: On the Road with 2004 Democrats before America Tunes In.  
Public Affairs, 2003. 
 
Meryl Levin and Will Kanteres. Primarily New Hampshire: A Year in the Lives of Presidential 
Campaign Staffers Explored in Photographs and Words. Third Rail Press, 2004. 
 
 
Week 3:  Monday, January 25 (11:00 am to 1:45 pm USFSP DAV 239) 
 
Presidential Selection: Historical Overview 
 Seminar topics will include 
  Partisan Congressional Caucuses 
  National Nominating Conventions 
  Popular Primaries and Caucuses 
 
*Watch GOTV video, 7 Minutes to a Democratic Victory 
 
*Fina4(t)-2(.DC  t)-2(.DC  t)-2(.DC  t)-2(.DC  t)-282(or).  

http://www.iowacaucus.org/
http://www.iowagop.net/
http://www.iowademocrats.org/


Due:  Seminar Paper #3: Review of Redlawsk (assignment posted on Canvas) 
 
Thursday, January 28: Republican debate 
Location: Des Moines, Iowa 
Sponsor: Fox News 
 
 
Week 4: Monday, February 1 – in New Hampshire! 
 
Week 5: Monday, February 8 – in New Hampshire! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: A separate New Hampshire Itinerary and Meeting Schedule will be distributed in class. 
 
Seminar topics will include 
 *Role of the New Hampshire First-in-the-Nation Primary  
 *New Hampshire Political Briefings 
 *Meetings at the New Hampshire Democratic and Republican Party Headquarters 
 *Tour and meetings at the New Hampshire State House 
 *Polling in New Hampshire 
 *Media coverage and the role of the internet in presidential campaigns 
 *The Iowa Caucuses and their impact on the New Hampshire Primary 
 *Watch and discuss the Iowa Caucus results as a class (February 1) 
 *Voter turnout and Get-Out-the-Vote operations 
 *Tour, Library and Archives of New Hampshire’s Political Tradition 

*Administer Pre-Test Survey (TPA airport) and Post-Test Survey (MHT airport) 
 
  
Reading Assignment: 
 
*Smith, Andrew E. “The Perils of Polling in New Hampshire.” (Included in The Making of the 
Presidential Candidates 2004, edited by William G. Mayer, Rowman & Littlefield, 2004.)  
Posted on Canvas 
 
*Wayne, Chapter 7, “Strategy, Tactics, and Operations” 
 
*Wayne, Chapter 8, “Media Politics” 
 
*Pika and Maltese, Chapter 2, “Election Politics,” (posted on Canvas) 
 







Tennessee primary 





Utah caucuses 
 
Saturday, March 26 
Alaska Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 1) 
Hawaii Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 8) 
Washington state Democratic caucuses (Republicans vote on May 24) 
 
* March date to be announced: Republican debate 
Location: TBD 
Sponsor: Fox News 
 
 
Week 11: Monday, March 28 Campus/Community Event Presidential 



Reading Assignment 
 
Wayne, Chapter 10, pp. 279-306 (“Reforming the Electoral System”) 
 



Appendix 1 
Map of New Hampshire 

www.visitnh.gov 
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Appendix 2 
2016 Electoral Map 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 3 



17, Sunday 
Democratic debate 
Location: Charleston, S.C. 
Sponsors: NBC, Congressional Black Caucus Institute 
 
28, Thursday 
Republican debate 
Location: Des Moines, Iowa 
Sponsor: Fox News 
 
February 2016 
 
1, Monday 
Iowa caucuses 
 
6, Saturday 
Republican debate 
Location: Manchester, N.H. 
Sponsor: ABC News 
 
9, Tuesday 
New Hampshire primary 
 
11, Thursday 
Democratic debate 
Location: Wisconsin 
Sponsor: PBS 
 
13, Saturday 
Republican debate 
Location: Greenville, S.C. 
Sponsor: CBS News 
 
20, Saturday 
Nevada Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on Feb. 23) 
South Carolina Republican primary (Democrats vote on Feb. 27) 
 
23, Tuesday 



27, Saturday 
South Carolina Democratic primary (Republicans vote on Feb. 20) 
 
March 2016 
 
1, Tuesday 
Alabama primary 
Alaska Republican caucuses (Democrats caucus on March 26) 
American Samoa Democratic caucuses (Republicans vote on March 22) 
Arkansas primary 
Colorado Democratic caucuses 
Georgia primary 
Massachusetts primary 
Minnesota caucuses 
Oklahoma primary 
Tennessee primary 
Texas primary 
Vermont primary 
Virginia primary 
Wyoming Republican caucuses (Democrats caucus on April 9) 
 
5, Saturday 
Kentucky Republican caucuses (Democratic primary is May 17) 
Kansas caucuses 
Louisiana primary 
Maine Republican caucuses (Democrats caucus on March 6) 
Nebraska Democratic caucuses (Republicans vote on May 10) 
 
6, Sunday 
Maine Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 5) 
Puerto Rico Republican primary (Democrats caucus on June 5) 
 
8, Tuesday 
Hawaii Republican caucuses (Democrats caucus on March 26) 
Idaho Republican primary (Democrats caucus on March 22) 



Sponsors: CNN, Salem Radio 
 
12, Saturday 
District of Columbia Republican convention (Democrats vote on June 14) 
Guam Republican convention (Democrats caucus on May 7) 
Northern Mariana Islands Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 15) 
 
15, Tuesday 
North Carolina primary 
Florida primary 
Illinois primary 
Missouri primary 
Northern Mariana Islands Republican caucuses (Democrats caucus on March 12) 
Ohio primary 
 
19, Saturday 
U.S. Virgin Islands Republican caucuses (Democrats caucus on June 4) 
 
22, Tuesday 
American Samoa Republican convention (Democrats caucus on March 1) 
Arizona primary 
Idaho Democratic caucuses (Republicans vote on March 8) 
Utah caucuses 
 
26, Saturday 
Alaska Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 1) 
Hawaii Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 8) 
Washington state Democratic caucuses (Republicans vote on May 24) 
 
* March date to be announced 
Republican debate 
Location: TBD 
Sponsor: Fox News 
 
April 2016 
 
1, Friday 
North Dakota Republican caucuses (Democrats caucus on June 7) 
 
5, Tuesday 
Wisconsin primary 
 
9, Saturday 
Colorado Republican convention (Democrats caucus on March 1) 
Wyoming Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 1) 
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19, Tuesday 
New York primary 
 
26, Tuesday 
Connecticut primary 
Delaware primary 
Maryland primary 
Pennsylvania primary 
Rhode Island primary 
 
May 2016 
 
3, Tuesday 
Indiana primary 
 
7, Saturday 
Guam Democratic caucuses (Republicans vote on March 12) 
 
10, Tuesday 
Nebraska Republican primary (Democrats caucus on March 5) 
West Virginia primary 
 
17, Tuesday 
Oregon primary 
Kentucky Democratic primary (Republicans caucus on March 5) 
 
24, Tuesday 
Washington state Republican primary (Democrats caucus on March 26) 
 
June 2016 
 
4, Saturday 
U.S. Virgin Islands Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on March 19) 
 
5, Sunday 
Puerto Rico Democratic caucuses (Republicans vote on March 6) 
 
7, Tuesday 
California primary 
Montana primary 
New Jersey primary 
New Mexico primary 
North Dakota Democratic caucuses (Republicans caucus on April 1) 
South Dakota primary 
 
14, Tuesday 
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District of Columbia Democratic primary (Republicans vote on March 12) 
 
July 2016 
 
July 18-



Appendix 4 
Political Party Information and Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Republican Party 

 

Republican National Committee – http://www.gop.com/ 

Internship Information: https://gop.com/get-involved/jobs/ 
Internship Phone: 202-863-8630 
Internship E-Mail: Internships@gop.com 
 

The Republican Party of  Florida - http://www.florida.gop 

Address 1: 420 E. Jefferson Street; Tallahassee Florida 32301 
Address 2: PO Box 311; Tallahassee, FL 32302 
Phone: (850) 222-7920 
E-Mail: rpofcommunications@rpof.org 

The Republican Party of Pinellas – 

http://www.gop.com/
http://www.gop.com/
mailto:internships@gop.com
mailto:internships@gop.com
mailto:rpofcommunications@rpof.org
mailto:rpofcommunications@rpof.org
http://www.pinellasrepublican.org/
http://www.pinellasrepublican.org/
mailto:info@pinellasrepublicans.com
mailto:info@pinellasrepublicans.com
http://www.2016cle.com/
https://2016rnc.my-trs.com/


 

 

 

 

Democratic Party 

 

The Democratic National Committee – http://www.democrats.org 

Internships: http://www.democrats.org/internships 

 

The Florida Democratic Party

http://www.democrats.org/
http://www.democrats.org/internships
mailto:email@floridadems.com
mailto:email@floridadems.com
http://www.phldnc.com/






(3)  Chris Christie –  
Governor of New Jersey 
 

 
https://www.chrischristie.com  
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/chrischristie 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/govchristie 
 
 
(4)  Ted Cruz –  
U.S. Senator from Texas 
https://www.tedcruz.org  

 
Address:  PO Box 25376 Houston, TX 77265 
https://www.tedcruz.org/contact  
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/tedcruz 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/tedcruzpage 
 
 
 
A Time for Truth: Reigniting the Promise of America by Ted Cruz 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(5)  Carly Fiorina –   
Businesswoman and Former CEO of Hewlett -Packard  

 
https://carlyforamerica.com  
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/carlyfiorina 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/CarlyFiorina 
 
 
 
Rising to the Challenge: My Leadership Journey by Carly Fiorina 
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(8)  John Kasich 

Governor of Ohio  
 
 
Website: https://johnkasich.com/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/johnkasich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kasich, Stand for Something: The Battle for America’s Soul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(9)  George Pataki –  

 
http://www.americansforrealc hange.com 
E-Mail (National):  press@americansforrealchange.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/GovGeorgePataki 
 

Pataki: Where I Come From by George Pataki 
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(10)  Rand Paul –  

 
http://www.randpaul.com  
Phone (National):  202-735-5323  
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/RandPaul  
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/RandPaul 
Taking a Stand: Moving Beyond Partisan Politics to Unite America by Rand Paul 

 
 
(11)  Marco Rubio –  
US Senator from Florida  

 
https://marcorubio.com  
Address:  PO Box 558701 Miami, FL 33255  
E-Mail (National):  contact@marcorubio.com 
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/marcorubio 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/MarcoRubio 

 
 



 
(12)  Rick Santorum –  
http://www.ricksantorum.com/home  

 
Address:  PO Box 238 Verona, PA 15147 
Phone (National):  515-216-0105 
E-Mail (National):  info@ricksantorum.com 



 
 

 

 
 

The Road to the White House  2016  
 

 
Student Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

(1) Seminar Papers (60% (60 points), 6 @ 10%) 
 

a. Candidate Paper  _____ 
b. Scala Paper   _____  
c. Redlawsk Paper  _____ 
d. Electoral Strategy Exercise _____ 
e. Jones Paper   _____ 
f. Suggestions for Reform _____ 
 
Total Points for Seminar Papers: _____ 
 

(2) Final Exam (30% or 30 points) 
 

a. Multiple Choice _____ 
b. True/False  _____ 
c. Short Answer  _____ 
 
Total Points on Exam: _____ 
 
 

(3) Attendance and class participation (FL and NH)  (10% or 10 points) _____ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Extra Credit (up to 5%, or 5 points): _____ 
 
 
 

 
TOTAL POINTS: ________ FINAL GRADE: ________ 
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