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Pandemic Stories 
When the semester started, the pandemic was merely a whisper on the other side of the world. But 
something ominous was in the air. A large branch fell from one of the laurel oaks that had long 
towered in front of the building, and it turned out that the trees were compromised. Down they came, 
and the building looked bare without them... 

 

The grounds people planted some magnolias in front, and some day they will tower over passersby. 
But for now, the building towers over them. 

By the time the magnolias were planted, the 
campus was closed, and most faculty, staff, and 
students had left — although groundskeepers 
stayed, keeping the grass at bay and planting the 
occasional magnolia.  
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The Morsani Center continued to have patients, but with precautions in place. 

 

Meanwhile, with students gone, the squirrels had to make do without nachos or butter brickle. Back 
to acorns (sigh). 

But on campus or off, classes must continue. Here are a few of our stories... 

Story I 

Joel Rosenfeld is an assistant professor. This is his story. 

When the quarantine hit during spring break, I was teaching Introductory Differential Equations. Like 
everyone else, I had Spring Break to put a plan together and run with it. I had no previous 
experience with Teams or Zoom, and I had only a passing familiarity with Discord. 

I was reluctant to require any attendance, or to do anything synchronously, since everyone’s schedule 
was upended (including mine). If a college student has a job, it’s likely in the service industry, and it 
was obviously about to crash. That means my students would have to turn to more flexible 
employment options, such as Uber, Doordash, etc. to make ends meet. They likely would have little 
time for my class, and it’s very unlikely that they’ll be able to meet at the previously scheduled time. 

In the meantime, my home situation was a bit of a mess. My wife, my children (twin toddlers), and I 
were all really sick. I had a nasty cough, a fever, and I couldn’t cough enough to clear my lungs. My 
wife’s ribs hurt from all the coughing she was doing. My children dealt with it better, but were still 



While Teams, Zoom, and the other options seemed interesting, I didn’t want to subject my students 
to a new system, when they didn’t actually sign up for an online class to begin with. I had a YouTube 
channel that I posted to occasionally, Th@MathThing, and every student would be familiar with and 
have access to YouTube, if they had access to the internet. If they didn’t have access, well there was 
no helping them. (Here’s my latest video, be sure to check out the MATLAB at Midnight segment in 
the middle. 

Before becoming a mathematician, I spent six years as a graphic designer for an educational 
technology company, The Athena Group. I worked together with a team composed of professors of 
education (Drs. Richard Ledbetter and Sebastian Foti) and programmers to develop digital content for 
middle school and high school teachers. I also helped develop a graduate course at the University of 
North Florida [?] on Education Technology together with the late Dr. Sebastian Foti. Most of our 
products were fun little sc



Story II 

Greg McColm is an associate professor. This is his story. 

In Spring, I was teaching Symbolic Computations, which consists of using programs to solve 
computational problems — including differential equations. Then we all went online. 

Most students stayed at home in the Tampa Bay area, but some were in other states or even in other 
countries. The pandemic was on everyone's mind, and it seemed appropriate to look at where models 



 

The red curve flattens, and fewer people get the disease, but it takes longer to get through the 
epidemic. 



Faculty News



Mohamed Elhamdadi Receives a Simons Grant 

Professor Mohamed Elhamdadi 





USF Student Chapter of the Mathematical Association of America (MAA) 

The USF Student Chapter of the Mathematical Association of America (MAA) held one-hour math 
problem-solving sessions every Thursday afternoon of the academic year. Math Club officers 
Alexander Mercier (President), and Keller Blackwell (Vice-president) hosted these meetings with the 
help of Math Dept visiting scholar Dr. Anamaria Iezzi. 

The MAA math club co-hosted a well-attended fall semester Math Picnic at the USF Riverfront Park. 

Math Club Vice-president Keller Blackwell continued his impressive run of academic awards by 
winning in March a Stanford University Knight-Hennessy Scholarship, and an NSF Graduate Research 
Fellowship to help fund his graduate studies in Computer Science at Stanford University starting in fall 
of 2020. Last year he had won the PME Outstanding Scholar Award, and a Barry Goldwater 
Scholarship to help him in his math undergraduate studies at USF. 

The Graduate Mathematics Seminar 

The Graduate Mathematics Seminar Series was organized by and for graduate students. They meet 
weekly, and a typical meeting consists of a talk by a graduate student on their current area of 



Transitions 
Departures 

Six of our permanent faculty are departing USF, and we wish them well on their further adventures. 

Manoug Manougian arrived at USF in 1968 with a fresh 
Ph.D. from the University of Texas. He served as chair from 
1974 to 1984. He was active in science education, becoming 





 
Yuncheng You joined the USF faculty in 1990. He received 
the B.S. degree in Mathematics in 1968 from Fudan University 
in Shanghai and then worked in a metallurgical company until 
1977. He received the M.S. degree from the Institute of 
Mathematics of Fudan University in 1982. He came to the 
United States in 1986, received his Ph.D. from the University 
of Minnesota in 1988, followed by two years in Purdue 
University as a Research Assistant Professor. Since his arrival 
in USF, Dr. You has had a distinguished career in the research 
on partial differential equations, infinite-dimensional and 
stochastic dynamical systems, mathematical biology, and 
recently on complex neural networks. 
 

 
Promotions 

Jean-François Biasse has been promoted to Associate 
Professor with tenure. Professor Biasse came to USF in 2015 
as part of Florida’s cybersecurity initiative. He had received 
his doctorate from the Ecole Polytechnique after receiving 
two baccalaureate and two masters’ degrees from the 
University of Paris, the École des Mines de Paris, and the 
École Normale Supérieure. He is a very active researcher in 
cybersecurity (see the account in the 2016 Quaternion) as 
recognized by his bringing $1.3 million in external funding to 
USF (including an NSF CAREER Award). He has performed 
many services to the mathematical community, in particular, 
he is an associate editor of the International Journal of 

Computer Mathematics: Computer Systems Theory and is a co-founder and Director of the Center for 
Cryptographic Research at USF. He also co-founded the CodeBreakHERS cybersecurity camp for 
young girls, which runs annually at USF. 
 




