
Brian Connolly 
 

 

Employment 
 
Associate Professor of History, University of South Florida         2014 – present 
 Chair, Department of History           2019—present  
 
Member, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study        2015-2016 
 

Assistant Professor of History, University of South Florida          2008 - 2014 
 

Barra Postdoctoral Fellow, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, 
 University of Pennsylvania            2008 - 2010 
 

Visiting Assistant Professor of History, Philadelphia University         2006 - 2008 

 
Education 
 
Ph.D., History, Rutgers University              2007  
 
B.A., History, Rutgers University              1998 

 
Publications 
 
Books 
 
Situation Critical!: Critique, Theory, and Early American Studies (forthcoming, Duke University Press) 
 
Sovereignty and Sexual Difference in the Nineteenth-Century United States (under contract, 
 University of Pennsylvania Press) 
 
Domestic Intimacies: Incest and the Liberal Subject in Nineteenth-Century America (Philadelphia: University 

of Pennsylvania Press, Spring 2014) 
 
Journal 
Founding Co-editor, History of the Present : A Journal of Critical History, University of Illinois Press (First 
Issue,  
    Summer 2011) 
 

    * Award: Best New Journal, Council of Editors of Learned Journals, 2013 *  
 
Edited Volumes 
 
“Psychoanalysis and History,” History of the Present, special issue co-edited with Joan Wallach Scott  
     (Institute for Advanced Study), April 2022. 
 
“Kinship and Race in Early America,” Early American Studies, special issue co-edited with Dawn Peterson  
    (Emory University), , ,Te>y9cj
00023>y9cj
65j
0001 ,



“Psychoanalysis,” Routledge Companion to Historical Theory, ed. C.M. van den Akker (Routledge, 2021): 
179- 
 196. 
 
“History, Irony, Identity,” Feminist Theory 21.3 (2020): 305-315. 
 
“The Subterranean Life of Repression,” History of the Present: A Journal of Critical History 9.2 (Fall 
 2019): 203-212. 
 
“Revisiting Psychoanalytic History,” Reviews in American History 47.3 (September 2019): 385-392. 
 
“’Hindoo Marriage’ and National Sovereignty in the Early Nineteenth Century,” Warring for America, 1803- 

1818 eds. Nicole Eustace, Rob Parkinson, and Fredrika Teute (Chapel Hill: Omohundro Institute for 
Early American History and Culture and University of North Carolina Press, 2017). 

 
with Marisa Fuentes, “From Archives of Slavery to Liberated Futures?,” History of the Present: A Journal 
 of Critical History 6.2 (Fall 2016): 105-116. 
 





 
 
Honors, Awards, Grants 
 
Summer Grant, Humanities Institute, University of South Florida, 2017 
 
Outstanding Faculty Award, University of South Florida, 2016 
 
Member, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, 2015-2016 
 
Summer Grant, Humanities Institute, University of South Florida, 2013 
 
Best New Journal, Council of Editors of Learned Journals, 2012 
 
Creative Scholarship Grant, University of South Florida, 2011 
 
Barra Postdoctoral Fellow, McNeill Center for Early American Studies, University 
 of Pennsylvania, 2008-2010 
 
Conferences and Panels 
 
Conference Organized 
“Situation Critical!: Critique, Theory, and Early American Studies,” with Max Cavitch (University of  
    Pennsylvania), McNeil Center for Early American Studies, March 31-April 2, 2016. 
 
Panels Organized 
“Diversity, Inclusion, Critique: A Roundtable on the States and Futures of the Field,” Society for the  
     History of the Early American Republic, Raleigh, NC, July 14-18, 2015 
 
“Sex in Common,” C19: Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists, Chapel Hill, NC, March 13-16,  
    2014 
 
“Kinship, Democracy, Modernity,” American Historical Association, New Orleans, LA, January  
 3-6, 2013 
 
“Rethinking the History of Sexuality in the Early Republic,” Organization of Early American Historians 
    Annual Meeting, Houston, TX March 17-20, 2011 
 
 
Conference Presentations 
 
“Into the Archive: American Historians and the ‘Archival Turn’,” Organization of American Historians 
 Philadelphia, PA, April 4-7, 2019 
 
“Moored to Death: Reconsidering the Death Drive in End Times,” Association for the Study of the Arts of  
 the Present, New Orleans, LA, October 17-20, 2018 
 
“Sovereignty and Utopia: International Law and Marriage in the Nineteenth-Century United States,” 
 American Studies Association, Chicago, IL, November 9-12, 2017 
 
“The Intimate Paradoxes of National Sovereignty,” C19: Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists, 
 Pennsylvania State University, March 17





 Pennsylvania, October 19, 2007. 
 
 
Invited Talks 
 
“Family in the Time of Planetary Catastrophe,” American Studies Workshop, Haverford College 
 February 14, 2019 
 
 
“Sovereignty, Subjection, Law,” Critical Analysis of Law, University of Toronto School of Law,  
 January 24, 2017 
 
“Sovereignty’s Archive,” Graduate Center, CUNY, March 24, 2016 
 
“Incest and the Making of Gender in Nineteenth-Century America,” Texas A & M University- Corpus 
 Christi, December 4, 2015 
 
“Sovereignty’s Archive,” School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, November 16, 2015 
 
“On Hating,” Two Sigma, September 18, 2015 
 
“Regulating Sex/Religion,” Humanities Studio, University of California, Santa Cruz, April 29-30, 2015 
 (Two-day workshop devoted to my work on sex, religion, and sovereignty) 
 
“Domestic Intimacies: Incest and the Liberal Subject in Nineteenth-Century America,” Yale Research  
 Initiative on the History of Sexualities, Yale University, April 2, 2015 
 
“The Curse of Canaan; or, A Fantasy of Origins in the Nineteenth-Century,” Fordham University, 

March 4, 2015 
  
“Domestic Intimacies: Incest and the Liberal Subject in Nineteenth-Century America” Intellectual History 

Workshop, New York University, February 17, 2014 
 

“Religion and the Politics of Incestuous Marriage: Erotic Families in the Early 
American Republic,” Connecticut College, March 31, 2010 
 
 

Teaching 
 
Graduate Courses 
Nineteenth-Century United States (University of South Florida) 

Michel Foucault and the Writing of History (University of South Florida) 

Atlantic Modernities, 1750-1900 (University of South Florida) 

PhD Proseminar: Liberalism (University of South Florida) 

Sentiment and Families in American History (University of South Florida) 

History of Sexuality (University of South Florida) 

Undergraduate Courses 
Gender and Sexuality in Early America (University of South Florida) 

United States Intellectual History (University of South Florida) 

Policing and Prisons in the United States (University of South Florida) 

Theory of History (University of South Florida) 



Nineteenth-Century United States (University of South Florida) 
 

American History to 1877 (University of South Florida) 

Sexual Revolutions (University of Pennsylvania) 

Sex and Family in Early America (University of Pennsylvania) 

 
Service 
 
To the Profession 
 
Selection Committee, NEH-OI Fellowship, Omohundro Institute for Early American History and 
 Culture, 2016-2017, 2020-2021 
 
Selection Committee, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, Dissertation Fellowships, 2015 
 
Selection Committee, NEH-AAS Long-term Fellowships, American Antiquarian Society, 
 2014 
 
Juror, Best New Journal Award, Council of Editors of Learned Journals, 2013-2014 
 
Manuscript Reviewer for American Historical Review, American Quarterly, Early American Studies, J19: 
The Journal of  

Nineteenth-Century Americanists, Journal of American History, The Journal of the History of 
Sexuality, Journal of  

the Early Republic, The Historian, Feminist Studies, Psychoanalysis and History University of 
Pennsylvania  

Press, Johns Hopkins University Press, Routledge 
 
Postdoctoral Fellow Selection Committee, McNeil Center for Early American Studies,  
 University of Pennsylvania, 2008-2009 
 
To the University 
 
Chair, Department of History, University of South Florida, 2019- 
 
Faculty Senate, University of South Florida, 2018- 
 Member-at-Large, 2021-2022 
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