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Figure 1. Distributions of known shell midden sites in the Apalachicola-lower
Chattahoochee valley region of northwest Florida-southeast Alabama-southwest
Georgia. Map by Adam Schieffer

ZLWK RFFDVLRQDO PDUVK FODPV ,Q WKH VRXWKZHVW GHOWD DURXQG
6W -RVHSK %D\ WKH VKHOOV DUH ODUJH JDVWURSRGV ZKHONV DQG
FRQFKV D UHAHFWLRQ RI WKH VDOLQH FRQGLWLRQV KHUH

6KHOO PLGGHQV ZRUOGZLGH DUH HDV\ WR ¢QG EHFDXVH WKH\
DUH VR YLVLEOH ZKLWH DUHDV LQ WKH JUHHQ IRUHVW RU SORZHG ¢(¢HOG
W LV QR VXUSULVH WKDW PRVW DUH PXOWLFRPSRQHQW VLWHV /DWHU
SUHKLVWRULF SHRSOHV UHWXUQHG WR WKHP IRU WKH KLIKHU HOHYDWLRQ
RU WR OLYH ZKHUH DQFHVWRUV REYLRXVO\ GLG RU EHFDXVH WKHVH VLWHYV
VKRZHG ZKHUH WR JHW IRRG HDVLO\ 7KH VKHOO QHXWUDOL]HVY WKH DFLG
VRLOV WR SUHVHUYH IDXQDO UHPDLQV 6R LW LV DOVR QR VXUSULVH WKDW
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6RXWKHDVW %HIRUH PRGHO EXLOGLQJ D ¢UVW VWHS LV WR GHYHORS D
WD[RQRP\ RI VLWHV XSRQ ZKLFK WR EXLOG DQG D OLVW RI TXHVWLRQV
WKDW QHHG DGGUHVVLQJ H J ORUULVRQ 7KH WA\SHV RI VLWHV



Figure 4. The author in the mud cleaning a small shell
feature visible at the top of the lower dark Fort Walton
midden zone at the Curlee site (8JA7); above the feature
is a lighter, nearly culturally sterile layer and above that,
another dark midden zone.

Figure 3 Shell pile exposed by a road grader at the Housing
Development site (9DR118) on the east bank of the Flint 8
5LYHU DERYH LWV FRQAXHQFH ZLWK
area around feature is midden that has been shovel-
VNLPPHG WR GH¢QH IHDWXUH OLPLW

7TDEOH 6R HYHQ DV SHRSOH ZHUH
RI FRXUVH WKH\ VWLOO FROOHFWHG
$GMDFHQW WR WKLV KDELWDWLRQ D
cemetery with high-status burials that was used through the =SS
FRQWDFW SHULRG :KLWH HW DO [

:KHQ , EHJDQ VXUYH\LQJ LQ WKLV @& 4
WR VHH R\WWWHU VKHOO SLOHV DORQ
URDGVLGHV RU LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WK#
PLOHVY LQODQG EXW WKH IUHVK QDW Xg
FRPSOHWH GULQNLQJ YHVVHOV PHWI
GLVSRVDO , OHDUQHG WKDW KXQWH
DQG GULQNV WR KDYH ZKLOH WKH\ V P BXW WKLV
modern practice illustrates well how shell midden piles get
made — just throw it all on the ground and move on!

Figure 5. Shell feature at the Corbin-Tucker site (8CA142),
Freshwater Shell Strata with Maggie Goetze and John Kato digging in the 2-x-2-m
unit placed around the feature; after pedestaling and cross-
Next in the shell midden typology are the riverine sites sectioning it is seen as a refuse pit with the top spread by
ZLWK WKLFN IUHVKZDWHU VKHOO VW Ule\Widw (Atgélwhite RoXtsVEt IKvzelY righEoif tHe(feduDeG H
XS Rl ORWV RI WKH VDPH NLQGV RI ViR®beD@inS h@th)y DV SHRSOH VWD\HG
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ORQJHU HYHQ \HDU URXQG RU UHWXWR HOGI VHID\DRQYPDOO BUWR WKHW RUVHKHO O
RIWHQ RYHU WKH \HDUV O0XOWLSOH G/HK$SRNGWDIPESLFROHNVRW & URDXW K GVWRHFD O
OHIW SLOHV WKDW PHUJHG LOQWR OD\HRUWKHUWKLD GV GH PR K]IRHRNOORD HHIVAH Q @1 R

Clusters of such sites are on the lower Chattahoochee atitisKk RZ WKH VLWH EHJDQ DV D VLQJOH HSL
FRQAXHQFH ZLWK WKH )OLQW LQ 6HPWOYRYK &RXDDWLWHRUJLD +HUH
thick shell midden ridges along stream banks and grouped
DURXQG VSULQJV ZHUH I1XOO RI FKHFN \Suwnarg of GiteBdR RivérireBhell :Niddans

WKRXJK ZH RIWHQ GR QRW NQRZ LI LW LV "HSWIRUG

(DUO\ :RRGODQG RU ODWH :HHGHQ ,V Ofbe@h@atefDstieH middeit3 QiDL Qi@ Apalachicola-lower
IURP VRPH RWKHU WLPH SHULRG )D USKHVUWOHKRRHUHW KD @DPIN BD@QGWKH ZD\
RI VLWHY DUH QXPHURXY DORQJ ROG WYBUJRMDQIGHUGLYKMD@BRAROQGODQG $\
6R\EHDQ )LHOG VLWH -$% PHDVXUHMWBHRXWKH XSBHVUKSGDWNRI WKH ORZHU )
midden soil and projectile points ranging from Archaic to to survey bias since there has been less work in this area as
OLVVLVVLSSLDQ LQ DJH DV ZHOO DV OLGGOH :RRGODQG 6ZLIW &UHHN
SRWWHU\ WKH P VSUHDG RI VKHOO ZLWKLQ WKH ZLGHU PLGGHQ
ZDV WKH DUHD ZKHUH WKH FURSV J et s m e

7KH OHUFHU VLWH -$% DOVR RQ
:KLWH ZDV D VLPLODU GI
ODUJH DUHD RI VKHOO RQ WKH QRU
ZKHQ WKH ODQG zZDV FOHDUHG RI IRU
WKRXJK FROOHFWRUV JRW WR LW EH| - - KDUHG
WKHLU LQIRUPDWLRQ 7KH VLWH SU.Zg -
$UFKDLF DQG :RRGODQG SRLQWYV DQ*”“
3XQFWDWH DQG 6ZLIW &UHHN &RPS Gl
RI ZKLFK LQGLFDWH PXOWLSOH FRPS
IDWH :RRGODQG DQG $UFKDLF 7KH
was disturbed by plowing at the top but had small undisturbed
FRQFHQWUDWLRQV RI VKHOO EHORZ
VKHUGV2VXJIJHVWLQJ SULPDU\ GHSRVLWYV RI JDUEDJH SLOHV RU SLWYV

The Mercer site illustrates well another aspect of such shell
PLGGHQV PDQ\ LQFOXGLQJ VRPH RI WKH LQGLYLGXDO SLOHV QRWHG
DERYH DUH IDU IURP WKH PRGHUQ ULYHU FKDQQHO RQ ROG PHDQGHUYV
7KH\ ZHUH SUREDEO\ ULJKW RQ WKH EDQN EHIRUH WKH ULYHU PRYHG
DQG PLJKW HYHQ SURYLGH JRRG JHRPRUSKRORJLFDO GDWD 2U
WKH\ FRXOG KDYH EHHQ RQ WKH EDQN RI FXWRII PHDQGHUV R[ERZ
ODNHV WKDW VWLOO KDG VRPH ARZ ZKHUH VKHOO¢{VK PLJKW VWLOO EH
DYDLODEOH 7KH OHUFHU VLWH LV WRGD\ NP ZHVW RI WKH PDLQ ULYHU
FKDQQHO 7KH 6%6< VLWH 6 ( LV DQRWKHU IUHVKZDWHU VKHOO
midden stratum right on the lower Chattahoochee riverbank

:KLWH ZLWK D VKHOO OD\HU FP WKLFN WKDW LYV
YLVLEOH IURP D ERDW RXW LQ WKH ULYHU )LJIJXUH , WV FHUDPLFYV
LQGLFDWH D OLGGOH WR /DWH :RRGODQG DJH

7KH 2WLV +DUH VLWH /, DORQJ WKH PLGGOH $SDODFKLFROD
is a large freshwater shell midden washing out of the bank;
GDWD IURP WHVW H[FDYDWLRQV DUH VWLOO EHLQJ DQDO\]HG LQ WKH 86)
ODE 7KH QRUWK HQG RI WKH VLWH KDG D PHWHU WKLFN EODFN PLGGHQ
VWUDWXP SDFNHG ZLWK VKHOOV ZKLFK PHUJHG KRUL]JRQWDOO\ LQWR D
GDUN EURZQ PLGGHQ VWUDWXP ZLWKRXW VKHOO DW WKH VRXWK HQG 7KH
HOQOWLUH PLGGHQ ZDV EXULHG XQGHU WR PHWHUV RI KLVWRULFDO
DOOXYLDO GHSRVLWYVY 'LDJQRVWLFV LQGLFDWHG FRQWLQXDO RFFXSDWLRQ
IURP (DUO\ :RRGODQG WKURXJK )RUW :DOWRQ ,QFOXGHG ZHUH
W\SLFDO GRPHVWLF VWRQH DQG FHUDPLF DUWLIDFWV O0OLGGOH :RRGODQG
HIRWLFV VXFK DV D FXW PLFD DUURZKHDG DQG D TXDUW] FU\WVWDO
IUDJPHQW FXW FDQH IUDJPHQWY DQG FRSUROLWHYV $W WKH ERWWRP RI
this deep midden we uncovered a feature indicating where the
cUVW SHRSOH WR DUULYH GXJ LQWR WKH FXOWXUDOO\ VWHULOH SDOH VDQG
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access to the backwater swamps and myriad small streams is
GLI¢FXOW )XUWKHUPRUH WKH KHDY\ GHSRVLWLRQ RI DOOXYLDO VDQG LQ
the lower valley and standing water over much of it means that
DUFKDHRORJLFDO VLWHY DUH RIWHQ EXULHG DQG RU VXEPHUJHG
All these shell middens noted so far contain freshwater
ELYDOYHVY DQG JDVWURSRGYVY 6RPH HYHQ KDYH D QHZO\ QDPHG
species of unionid river mussel that is now extinct and known
RQO\ IURP SUHKLVWRULF DUFKDHRORJLFDO VLWHV LQ WKLV YDOOH\ 7KH
$SDODFKLFROD (ERQ\WKHOO
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HW DO W LV XQFOHDU ZKDW KD ha @idahcerold delidétatd desiyb ldrHndieb@oR laf\ceverddiial H
might be between the two clams that would result in their
GLIITHUHQWLDO GLVWULEXWLRQ LQ HVWXDULQH VKHOO PLGGHQV WKRXJK
ERWK WHPSHUDWXUH DQG VDOLQLW\ PLIJKW EH IDFWRUYV

Most of the marsh clam middens also have a small
SHUFHQWDJH RI R\V\WidddoswdaH/iopbivp 2\VWHU
XVXDOO\ OLYHV IDUWKHU RXW LQ WKH ED\ LQ VOLJKWO\ VDOWLHU ZDWHU
ZLWK D VDOLQLW\ EHWZHHQ DQG SSW WKH RSWLPDO UDQJH EHLQJ

SSW 3XJOLVL $V WKH UDQJHV RI DOO WKUHH VSHFLHYV

RYHUODS WKH\ PD\ UHAHFW AXFWXDWLQJ FRQGLWLRQV QHDU RQH
VLWH RU SRVVLEO\ OHVV OLNHO\ GHOLEHUDWH FKRLFHV RI DERULJLQDO
FROOHFWRUV 6DOLQLW\ FKDQJHV E\ VHDVRQ RU ZLWK WLGHV RU DIWHU
storms may have meant that people inhabiting or coming to
the same place for a long time or repeatedly just kept getting
ZKDWHYHU VSHFLHV ZDV DYDLODEOH DQG GXPSLQJ WKH VKHOOV
EXLOGLQJ XS WKH OLYLQJ VSDFH 7KH UHODWLYH IUHTXHQFLHV RI WKHVH
three species of molluscs have yet to be extracted from the site
UHSRUWY DQG VXEMHFWHG WR (QH WXQHG LQYHVWLJIJDWLRQ
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FRPSRQHQW LQ EHWZHHQ 7KH GHHS thy &itifadtsl BdRidddWIdy batls ahd) chert riiétotools relating

may represent a preceramic Archaic component that could WR WKH 3RYHUW\ 3RLQW RU (OOLRWW¢{V

QRW EH VDPSOHG GXH WR LQXQGDWL Rr¢hai@ KaHher KvesOdlong Dhé Gulf FahdHUG ivdr abtiieast

GLI¢FXOW WR GLJ H[FHSW ZLWK SLFNMXDYGDWM® HIFDYDWHG LQ FP

DUELWUDU\ OHYHOV =RRDUFKDHRORJL F®IP ¥\ HRALHPHIND \& XI\WW RRIY WKHGOI IPRRRX Q G

WKH VPDOO QXPEHU RI ARWDWLRQ VDRSW®WMND UIQEEH RDOWVWHHEU WK B\8 H/QK HH XISGHD U W

two levels were dominated by marsh clam and the deeperonesVXEPHUJHG SURWUXGLQJ EDUHO\ FP |

E\ R\WWWHU XQWLO /HYHO FP GHSWHKUVAXKKLRKWBY OLWWQ®D\RDOW RI R\WWH

KDOIlI R\WWHU DQG QHDUO\ SHUFHQWBOMBAY UHFRYHUHG DQG DOO /DWH $UF
*LYHQ WKH DVVXPSWLRQ QRW \HWS®RWWW D E OFHO DW EEDW CSH RCS@G RIIRRMM RW R R O

ZKDWHYHU UHVRXUFHV ZHUH FORVHVRAQ XVXHEHX BQH®EGL QOXG HYAHIGS &) EHMD WQ RDQ V k

DIWHU WKH WHVWLQJ ZzDV WKDW W&KHBQRFPHOFWREODYVRWRHQYQWLKIHGDOVR KI

EHHQ IDUWKHU IURP WKH IUHVK ZDWHU \RXQYXR W WHHQB®XHGQIRRRID /DA W R

$UFKDLF PHDQLQJ VDOWLHU ORFDO HIMOWH RBRRREYWVY DQGLFRWORQWIRRQ@ EXU

RI PRVWO\ R\WVWHUV 7KHQ DV VHD OBWQHXOQRRRWQ GSRHVE WILRQQ$DLWYWWERE O\ AHJI

ODWHU +RORFHQH EDFNLQJ XS WKH PARKHV KD BB GV MRUUFH. @ JD WE\H WUR. WWHKUH WORH | W R

PLJUDWH HDVWZDUG PRUH IUHVK ZDWHRGY DIVQEJ ERWWKKWI B PIOWE\E VRNAKDWLPLOL

PRUH PDUVK FODP ZDV DYDLODEOH %RWVWERDGHYBWEOLRLIGGEQ LW ORRNHG

SHUPLWWHG WKH VDPSOLQJ GRZQ WHKWRWKH/BYUBDIJHZEHOH PFRRMVLEO\ XQGH

marsh clam and other remains of freshwater fauna were mixed

ZLWK WKH VSHFLHV IURP PRUH VDOW\ KDELWDWY 6R WKH UHODWLRQVKLSYV

RI AXYLDO SURFHVVHV DQG KXPDQ V\WVWHPV DUH PRUH FRPSOH]

WKDQ H[SHFWHG :LWKLQ HYHQ WKH WLQ\ IDXQDO VDPSOHY DEOH WR EH

DQDO\]|HG ]J]RRDUFKDHRORJLVWY .DUHQ :DONHU DQG $UOHQH

JUDGNLQ LGHQWL¢{HG VRPH WD[D RI FUHDWXUHY REWDLQHG

E\ WKH LOQKDELWDQWY DW 9DQ +RUQ &UHHN 2QH RI WKHVH ZDV VQRZ

JRRVH ZKLFK VKRZV XS RQO\ LQ ZLQWHU VXJJHVWLQJ WKDW VHDVRQ

RI RFFXSDWLRQ EXW IDU PRUH FRPSDUDWLYH ZRUN UHPDLQV WR

EH GRQH ZLWK WKH UHVW RI WKH VDPSOHV 7KH VLWH GLG KDYH RQH

IHDWXUH D SLW FP LQ GLDPHWHU FP GHHS H[WHQGLQJ IURP

WKH VXUIDFH LQ RQH XQLW )LIXUH WKDW FRQWDLQHG DOO PDUVK

FODP VKHOOV ZLWK D YHU\ VPDOO FRDWLQJ RI EODFNLVK VDQG\ FOD\ DV

opposed to surrounding oyster shells which were in a browner

VOLP\ FOD\ 7KH UDGLRFDUERQ GDWHV FDPH IURP /HYHOV DQG

ZKLFK DOVR SURGXFHG ¢EHU WHPSHUHG VKHUGYV %HVLGHV FHUDPLFV
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Figure 11. Test Unit 5 at Van Horn Creek shell mound (8FR744), with biologist Woody Miley, then director of the Apalachicola
National Estuarine Research Reserve, at left and geologist Joe Donoghue, then of Florida State University, at right. View
facing northwest; Miley’s hand marks the boundary in the north wall between the upper stratum dominated by marsh clam

and the lower deposits of oyster. To his left in the west wall is a large pit in which the clam deposits extend some 45 cm below
the surface.

'HSWIRUG 6ZLIW &UHHN HDUO\ :HHG HHD W®D\DWBEHGRQMW K XFFRHGXDLNWBY ZHO(
shell lenses and strata over or under burials with exotic grave EHHQ WHVWHG EXW DOO WHUUDLQ YH
JRRGV 2XU ZRUN DW 3LHUFH LQFOXGRHGHBHOHDHYNQ RIDQWVEBDRN Y WOUXGWLRQ |
ORRWHU WUHQFKHV LQ 3LHUFH ORXQGINCOODR\F W HDQWGKWEUWILAWGE EQ BE R IWHRQ G
ORXQG DOO RI ZKLFK KDG VXFK R\WWWAHAHUWXPHGCU DOQEHD Y LPPD @ HR QHVIDDMED JH
ZHOO DV VWUDWD RI \HOORZ VDQG D Q& sddJtha ugddd ehell7ik buildingrtRiad ittt Ky pobabIy
practices suggest possible ceremonial use of midden refuse -eeremonial structure as anything but utilitarian; it is the closest
RU PD\EH MXVW XVH RI D FRQYHQLHQWQ&GOW RPOQIW HVYWD BXW®& G WQ 4 DAD WRIRI\LIBD O
DW KDQG DQG ZLWK LWV OLPH FR Q Wkl @alV as RondgaiigorD@® e detaided/ ebmpositibn\oP $hellO
DQG GHFRPSRVLWLRQ RI WKH GHDG BUGO®GHR®LWYDRS OHHY PLDDMQ RQRRIRWKHU
GHSRVLWYV IURP ERWK WKH PLGGHQ ULGJH DRGVPRXWEB G ORZ \NQRPIH BWALFLO
they are full of artifacts and animal bone typical of domestic are known to have been “constructed using old shell middens
UHIXVH %XW SODFLQJ D OHQV RI VKHORPRNMBUORHMW X QREHX S WIRAWDQG$SOO \
grave might have been a ritual practice full of symbolismthat EHHQ PRWLYDWHG E\ D GHVLUH WR FL
ZH VLPSO\ GR QRW XQGHUVWDQG IRU DUFKDHRORJLVWYV ~

2Q WKH HDVW VLGH RI WKH RYDO RI(PRWQRHVWHKW BRUHWFBOWREB FRPSRQI
JRUW :DOWRQ YLOODJH LV FHQWHUHGNEWU BHW R KON PERXNOQ® @ DRERX QG V &H
R\WWWHU VKHOO IURP WKH PLGGHQ )LORXRG 1HIRRYSDODFKLFROD )5 $ D
GLG QRW HYHQ FRQVLGHU LW ZRUWEKSDRODEKLERBRO®PDP WG %VLEZEOFK ZHUH D
FDOOLQJ LW D VKHOO KHDS EXW LORPWWHU VKHOPBFRXKGPNVHDUMWWVWRZ GHVW
GHOLEHUDWH FRQVWUXFWLRQ DV D ADVO MWWRBOHG REXNQGRPW XD VYDFR VARR®\O H
destroyed by the building of the adjacent railroad bed inthe VLQFH WKH ORFDWLRQ LV LQ D PRGHU
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WKH LGHD WKDW O0LGGOH :RRGODQG SHRSOH FDPSHG KHUH RU OHIW WKH
R\WWWHU VKHOOV EXW FOHDUO\ ODWHU SUHKLVWRULF )RUW :DOWRQ SHRSOI
DOVR LQKDELWHG WKH FDPSVLWH DQG KDUYHVWHG DW OHDVW WKH R\VWH
WKDW SURYLGHG WKH ODWH GDWHYV

The curious relationship of burial mound and slightly
unusual shell midden might be compared to that of the
-DFNVRQ ORXQG )5 DQ (DUO\ OLGGOH :RRGODQG EXULDO
PRXQG RQ D VPDOO VWUHDP LQ WKH ORZHU $SDODFKLFROD MXVW NP
QRUWK XSULYHU IURP WKH 3LHUFH PRXQGV FRPSOH[ :H EHJDQ
LQYHVWLIJDWLQJ ZKDW UHPDLQHG RI LW LQ DQG DOVR H[DPLQHG
WKH DGMDFHQW PDUVK FODP VKHOO PLGGHQ -DFNVRQ OLGGHQ
VHSDUDWHO\ QXPEHUHG )5 7KH VDQG PRXQG FRQWDLQHG 6ZLIW
&UHHN DQG HDUO\ :HHGHQ ,vODQG SRWWHU\ DQG H[RWLFV ZLWK EXULDOV
ORRUH 7KH PLGGHQ KDG EHHQ EXOOGR]JHG IRU
SODQQHG KRXVLQJ EXW LW PXVW KDYH EHHQ WKH RFFXSDWLRQ VLWH
IRU SHRSOH ZKR XVHG WKH EXULDO PRXQG +RZHYHU LW LV RQO\
that short distance away from the extensive oyster midden
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WKRVH RI WKH RWKHU SDUWV RI $SDODFKLFROD %D\ VAIVWHP ,QVWHDG
RI R\WWHU RU FODP WKH VKHOO PLGGHQV DURXQG 6W -RVHSK %D\
DUH GRPLQDWHG E\ ODUJH JDVWURSRGYV PRVWO\ OLJKWQLQJ ZKHON
Busycon sinistrum IR UP¢dt@lum DQG KRUVH FRQFK
Triplofusus giganteus 6 LWHYVY UDQJH IURP LQGLYLGXDO SLOHV RI
these large shells to continuous linear shoreline middens
SUHVXPDEO\ PDGH XS Rl VXFK SLOHV :KLWH 7ZR LVODQGYV
RXW LQ WKH ED\ %ODFNYV ,VODQG *8 DQG &RQFK ,vODQG

*8 FRQVLVW HQWLUHO\ RU SDUWLDOO\ RI ODUJH JDVWURSRG VKHOO
PLGGHQ

7KH /LIKWKRXVH %D\RX VLWH *8 KDV LQGLYLGXDO
VKHOO SLOHV UDQJLQJ LQ DJH IURP SUHKLVWRULF )RUW :DOWRQ WKURXJK
SURWRKLVWRULF /DPDU WLPHV 3LOHV DUH DV VPDOO DV P LQ
GLDPHWHU DQG DV ODUJH DV [ P RYDOV 7KH VLWH LV RQ WKH
VRXWK VLGH Rl WKH ED\ QHDU D VZDOH WKDW OO0V VHDVRQDOO\ ZLWK
fresh water and in a place where winter cold causes sea turtles
caught in the bay to swim south and potentially end up easily
LQ KXPDQ KDQGV

7KH 86) ¢ HOG VFKRRO LQYHVWLIJDWHG WKH :LOG¢,UH VLWH

*8 ZKLFK KDG RQO\ WZR VPDOO VKHOO SLOHV RQH )RUW
:DOWRQ DQG RQH /DPDU 1RYHOO DQG :KLWH 7KH ODWWHU



J)LIXUH THVW XQLW [ P DW WKH :LOG¢{¢UH VLWH *8 H[SRVLQJ WRS |

facing north; about 25 percent of the pile remains unexcavated beyond the northwest wall (under the gloves).

Certainly natives mining their own or earlier shell middens

for construction materials have altered tremendously or

UHPRYHG WKHVH VLWHY RYHU WKRXVDQGV RI \HDUV DV ZHOO %XW WKH

remaining archaeological record does show that nearly all the

archaeological sites known on the coast are all or partially shell

PLGGHQV + QRW XQH[SHFWDEOH ZKHQ WKH UHVRXUFH LV VR DEXQGDQW
So far the data from both the estuarine clamshell middens

and the coastal oyster middens overwhelmingly inform us

DERXW VXEVLVWHQFH SUDFWLFHYVY ORUH FRPSDUDWLYH ZRUN LV QHHGHG

to see how different they are from shell midden sites elsewhere

LQ )ORULGD DQG DOO DORQJ WKH *XOl &RDVW QRW WR PHQWLRQ WKH
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Figure 14. Test Unit B, north wall, at Richardson’s Hammock site (8GU10), showing continuous stratum of large-gastropod
shell midden in black sand, overlying culturally-sterile white dune sand (large root is in foreground).

Figure 15. Unusual feature in Test Unit A at Richardson’s
Hammock site (8GU10): an arc of sunray Venus clamshells
(ritual deposit, child’s play, or something else?).

PLGGHQ GHSRVLWV IRU ODWHU FRQVWU
VWUDWD LQ (DUO\ OLGGOH :RRGODQG E
EXLOGLQJ D )RUW :DOWRQ WHPSOH PRXQ!
were sacred deposits in ritual architectural fabrication is not

\HW NQRZQ 6XUHO\ WKH PRXQGV VHUYHC
NLQG SHUKDSV GUDZLQJ ODWHU SHRSO}
DOVR WR KRQRU WKH DQFHVWRUYV

Discussions

,Q VXP IRU WKH $SDODFKLFROD ORZHI
RI QRUWKZHVW )ORULGD VRXWK *HRUJ
PLGGHQV UDQJH IURP RQH PHDOYV JDUE
ULGJHV DQG PRXQGV 7KH WASRORJ\ LQF
ULYHU PXVVHOV DQG VQDLOV HVWXDULC(
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A huge amount of work remains to be done in the
Apalachicola-lower Chattahoochee region along the lines of
VKHOO PLGGHQ VWXGLHV HOVHZKHUH LQ WKH 6RXWK H J B3HDFRFN

7KLYV LQFOXGHV PHDVXUHPHQW RI LQGLYLGXDO VKHOOV

FDOFXODWLRQV RI VLIH VKDSH DQG UHODWLYH IUHTXHQF\ YDULDWLRQV
RI GLIITIHUHQW VSHFLHV RYHU WLPH FRPSDULVRQ ZLWK PRGHUQ
natural species assemblages to show ecological change or
FXOWXUDO FKDQJH LQ GLHWDU\ SUHIHUHQFHV DQG H[SORUDWLRQ RI
the possibilities of prehistoric overexploitation of different
VKHOO¢(VK EHGV $UFKDHRORJLFDO VKHOOV FRXOG VKRZ HIIHFWV
of past and modern land-use practices to address current
PDQDJHPHQW LVVXHV VXFK DV LPSDFWV RI DJULFXOWXUDO UXQRII
VWUHDP FKDQQHOL]DWLRQ LPSRXQGPHQW WKURXJK GDPV DQG VR
RQ B5HVXOWV FDQ EH XVHIXO RIWHQ XQH[SHFWHG IRU H[DPSOH
BHDFRFN DQG FRDXWKRUYV GHWHUPLQHG KRZ DQ $UNDQVDYV
VWUHDP WKDW LV VWLOO IUHH ARZLQJ DQG UHODWLYHO\ XQPRGL¢{HG KDV
PRGHUQ VKHOO{VK DVVHPEODJHV WKDW DUH QRW PXFK FKDQJHG IURP
ZKDW LV HYLGHQW LQ WKH SUHKLVWRULF VKHOO PLGGHQ VLWHYV DORQJ LW
$ PDMRU JRDO WKHQ VKRXOG DOVR EH JRRG DSSOLHG DQWKURSRORJ\

Construction, Intent, and Ideology

Many researchers now emphasize ideological and political
DVSHFWV RI VKHOO PLGGHQV LQ WKH VRXWKHDVWHUQ 8 6 KRZ WKH\
FDQ EH VSHFLDO SODFHV IRU ULWXDO DQG IHDVWLQJ DQG PRQXPHQWYV
VIPEROL]LQJ SROLWLFDO SRZHU H J *LEVRQ DQG &DUU
5DQGDOO 5DQGDOO HW DO 7TKRPSVRQ DQG $QGUXYV
6LPLODU ¢(QGLQJV FRPH IURP HOVHZKHUH LQ WKH ZRUOG
HVSHFLDOO\ ZLWK WKH EHQH¢W RI ELRDUH RIA
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,Q WKH ORZHU $SDODFKLFROD GHOWD WKH UDUH XVH RI VKHOO IRU
VSHFLDO FRQVWUXFWLRQ LQ (DUO\ DQG OLGGOH :RRGODQG EXULDO
mounds and a temple mound could also be utilitarian if it is
WKH FORVHVW FKHDSHVW EXLOGLQJ PDWHULDO DYDLODEOH RU LW FRXOC
EH ULWXDO WKDW ZH DUH IDU IURP XQGHUVWDQGLQJ +XPDQLVWLF
VSHFXODWLRQ LV IXQ DQG FHUWDLQO\ WKHUH ZHUH VRFLDO GLIIHUHQFHYV
DQG FRPSOH[ UHOLJLRXV SUDFWLFHV WKURXJKRXW SUHKLVWRU\
'XULQJ HLIKW PRQWKV RI VWXG\ LQ %YRUQHR LQ DQG
, ZLWQHVVHG KRZ FRDVWDO DQG ULYHULQH LQGLJHQRXV JURXSV VWLOO
PDNH DVWRXQGLQJO\ GLYHUVH DVVHPEODJHV RI FRPSOH[ ¢(VKLQJ
JHDU RI EDPERR DQG UDWWDQ DQG QRZ SODVWLF VWULS LQ DOO VKDSHV
DQG VL]HV IRU PDQ\ GLIITHUHQW NLQGV RI DTXDWLF HQYLURQPHQWYV
,QFRUSRUDWHG LQWR WKHVH XWLOLWDULDQ REMHFWY DUH GHVLIQV
VIPEROL]LQJ FRQFHSWY EH\RQG WKH PXQGDQH UHODWLQJ WR EHOLHIV
DERXW HVWKHWLF VRFLDO DQG PDJLFDO WKLQJV +DG ZH D )ORULGD
VLWH ZLWK SUHVHUYHG ¢VKLQJ QHWYV WUDSV EDVNHWY ZHLUV DQG RWKHIL
GHYLFHV ZKLFK FRXOG DOO KDYH EHHQ PDGH RI VWXUG\ ULYHU FDQH
ZRRG DQG RWKHU ¢(EHUV ZH SUREDEO\ ZRXOG DSSUHFLDWH PRUH
the kinds of subsistence pursuits that the people who created
VKHOO PLGGHQV PLJKW KDYH XQGHUWDNHQ RQ D GDLO\ EDVLV ,I WKH
shape of the artifact or the pattern woven into it had a ritual
VI\PEROLVP WKHQ SHRSOH DOVR PLJKW KDYH KDG GDLO\ VSLULWXDO RU
other non-material reminders of the abundance of their rich
DTXDWLF HQYLURQPHQWYV ,Q VKRUW , DP YHU\ ZLOOLQJ WR VD\ WKDW
shell middens and activities represented by them probably
VHUYHG VDFUHG RU VSLULWXDO IXQFWLRQV EXW FDQQRW GR VR ZLWKRXW
FRQYLQFLQJ VFLHQWL¢{(F HYLGHQFH

Social and Economic Aspects

Related to issues of ideology and monument-building
is the socio-political organization of peoples who left shell
PLGGHQ VLWHV LQ WKH $SDODFKLFROD ORZHU &KDWWDKRRFKHH UHJLRQ
*LYHQ WKH JUHDW WLPH GHSWK DQG VSDWLDO H[SDQVH VRFLDO V\VWHPV
must have varied from small seasonal groups of foragers to
FHQWUDOO\ RUIJDQL]JHG YLOODJH DJULFXOWXUDOLVWY VLQFH WKH VLWH\
UDQJH IURP /DWH $UFKDLF WKURXJK )RUW :DOWRQ LQ DJH DQG
LQWHULRU ULYHULQH WR FRDVWDO LQ ORFDWLRQ 7KH ODFN RI GRPHVWLF
structure patterns or any other kind of social indicators beyond
PRXQG EXULDOV PDNHV VSHFXODWLRQ GLI¢FXOW $V QRWHG VHWWOLQJ
RQ WKH ED\ RU *XOIl FRDVW ZLWK LWV UHOLDEOH DTXDWLF UHVRXUFHV
PD\ KDYH PHDQW PRUH VHGHQWDU\ DQG FRPSOH[ VRFLDO V\VWHPV
HYHQ ZLWKRXW DQ DJULFXOWXUDO IRXQGDWLRQ LQ WKH $SDODFKLFROD
UHJLRQ DV LQ PDQ\ RWKHU SDUWV RI WKH ZRUOG EOYDUH] HW DO

:KLWH WKRXJK DUFKDHRORJLFDO HYLGHQFH

IRU ZKDW FRQVWLWXWHY QDWLYH KLHUDUFKLHV LV DOZD\V FROQWURYHUVLD(
6LPLODUO\ ZKHWKHU VKHOO PLGGHQ PRXQG FRQVWUXFWLRQ PLJKW
have been “a symbolic strategy to link people together in
UHJLRQDO DOOLDQFHVY RU WR GHPDUFDWH WHUULWRULHYVY QHFHVVDU\
only where population levels were high and competition
IRU UHVRXUFHV ZDV LQWHQVH" $QGHUVRQ HW DO LV DQ
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Summary

Future work on shell middens in the Apalachicola-lower
&KDWWDKRRFKHH YDOOH\ VKRXOG XWLOL]JH ¢QH VFDOHG LQGLYLGXDO
VLWH GDWD WR HVWDEOLVK PRGHOV RI ODQGVFDSH GHPRJUDSKLF DQG
ORFDO SRSXODWLRQ FKDQJHV DQG VRFLDO LQWHQVL¢{FDWLRQ UHVSRQVHYV
WR FOLPDWH FKDQJH DQG QDWXUDO SURFHVVHV WKDW PRGLI\ WKH
DUFKDHRORJLFDO UHFRUG IURP VHD OHYHO AXFWXDWLRQV WR VWRUP
DFWLYLWLHY WR VWDELOLW\ LQ FRDVWDO ODQGIRUPV $ ¢UVW VWHS LV
HVWDEOLVKLQJ WKH W\SRORJ\ XSRQ ZKLFK WR EDVH PRGHOV $
UHFHQW H[DPSOH RI WKLV LQ $XVWUDOLD ORUULVRQ GH¢{QHYV
WKUHH EURDG W\SHV EDVHG RQ VWUDWLJUDSK\ DQG FRPSRVLWLRQ
OLJKW VKHOO VFDWWHUV ORZ VKHOO PRXQGV XS WR FP WKLFN ZLWK
OLWWOH LQWHUQDO OD\HULQJ RYHUO\LQJ QDWXUDO VWUDWD DQG pFODVVL
VKHOO PRXQG GHSRVLWV ZLWK FRPSOH[ VWUDWLJUDSK\ 7KH ODVW
W\SH VKRZV SDWWHUQV RI VKLIWLQJ ORFDO GLVFDUG WKURXJK WLPH VR
WKDW UHSHDWHG PLGGHQ GHSRVLWLRQ LQ D VSHFL¢F DUHD OHDGV WR WKH
IRUPDWLRQ RI QHZ PRXQGV ZKLFK WKHQ FRDOHVFH IXUWKHU WR IRUP
ODUJH HORQJDWHG PRXQGV DQG ULGJHV ORUULVRQ
*LYHQ WKLV FODVVL,FDWLRQ QHZ GDWD FDQ WKHQ EH FRPSDUHG DQG
WKH PRGHO UH¢{QHG

The recent trendy archaeology attributing the building of
mounded shell middens to the ritual purposes of native leaders
striving for wealth and power provides explanation that is
QRW \HW VFLHQWL;FDOO\ WHVWDEOH DQG LJQRUHV WKH VRSKLVWLFDWHG
abilities of Native Americans to develop strategies for practicals
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*ORZDFNL ODU\ DQG $QGUHD :KLWH
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