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Education    
1993 

mailto:ckusimba@usf.edu
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=5NehBh4AAAAJ


  
Fellowships and Awards  
2024 Outstanding Research Achievement Award, University of South Florida  
2018 Elected Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences  
2011-2012 Senior J.W. Fulbright Fellowship to Kenya. “Anthropology and Museum Studies 

Department at Pwani University, Kenya.”  
2002-2003 J. William Fulbright Teaching Fellowship to the Czech Republic.  
  
Administrative Experience  
2022-Present, Director, Center for East Africa and Indian Ocean Studies, University of South 

Florida  
2013-2016 Chair, Department of Anthropology, American University.  
2005-2010 Co-Chair, Department of Anthropology, Field Museum of Natural History.  
Professional Service  
2017-2018 Member, Postdoctoral Fellowships for Academic Diversity, College of Arts and 

Sciences, American University  
2017-2019 Reader. Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders Initiative, 

YALI. Washington DC. United States.  
2016-2019 Committee of Faculty Action. (Faculty tenure review and granting committee), 

American University.  
2013-2016 Travelling Lecturer, Archaeological Institute of American, AIA.  
2015-2016 Reviewer, American Council of Learned Societies, ACLS, Senior Fellowships 

Program.  
2015 Chair, Promotions Committee (Dr. Adrienne Pine) American University.  
2014-2016 Member, Select Committee, American Association for the Advancement of 

Science, Science & Technology Policy Postdoctoral Fellowships.  
2013-2019 Member, Promotions Committee (Dr. Daniel Sayers) American University.  
2013-2019 Member, Search Committee, Anthropology Search, American University.  
2013-2019 Internal Review Panel, Fulbright Fellows, American University.  
2013-2019 Internal Review Panel, Marshall Scholarship, American University   
2010-13 Member, Special Programs on Exhibits Committee (SPEC), Field Museum of 

Natural History.  
2010-2011 Chair, Promotions Committee (Dr. William A. Parkinson), Field Museum of 

Natural History.  
2008-2010 Consultant--Redoing the African Hall. Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis 

Minnesota.  
2007-2103 Member, Old World Curatorial Team, Field Museum of Natural History.  
2007-2008 Member, Search Committee (Assistant Professor of North American 

Anthropological Archaeology), University of Illinois-Chicago.  
2007-2008 Member, Search Committee (Assistant Curator and Professor of Old-World 

Archaeology), Field Museum of Natural History.  
2006-2007 Chair, Promotions Committee (Dr. Ryan P. Williams), Field Museum of Natural 

History.  



2006-2007 Content Specialist, Mythic Beasts, A Joint Exhibition by Field Museum of Natural 
History and American Museum of Natural History.  

1998-1999 Chair, Search Committee (Assistant Curator and Professor of Archaeological 
Sciences).  

1998-2007 Field Museum Scholarship Committee.  
1997-2006 Member, Graduate Studies Committee, Department of Anthropology, University 

of Illinois, Chicago.  
1995-2006 Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, Field Museum of Natural History.  
2000-2 Content Specialist, Biodiversity of Flowering Plants Exhibit.  
2002 Content Specialist—Stanley Field and his career in Paleolithic Anthropology.  
2001-2002 Member, Committee on Minority Task Force, Society for American Archaeology.  
 
Editorial Service  

 Editorial Board, Azania: Journal of African Archaeology, 2008-Present.  
 Editorial Board, African Archaeological Review, 2008-Present.  
 Editorial Board Coetsen Institute of Archaeology Publications Series, University of 
California-Los Angeles, 2003-Present  
 Editorial Board, South African Archaeological Bulletin, 2003-present  
 Editorial Board, Journal of Archaeological Research, 2000-Present.  
 Advisory Editor, Discovering Archaeology, 1998- 2002.  

  
Other Professional Service  
2010-2012 President, Society of Africanist Archaeologists.  
2021 Present Member, Directors Advisory Council, University of Michigan Museum of 

Anthropology Advisory Committee   
2016- Present UNESCO International Scientific Committee of the Slave Route Project: 

Resistance, Liberty, and Heritage  
2021-Present Committee Member, Gedi National Monument Nomination to the UNESCO 

Cultural heritage List, Kenya.  
 
Proposal Review Panelist    
2015-2022 European Council of Research, ERC –History, Prehistory, and Archaeology Panel 

S6, Brussels, European Union.  
2018-2019 Volkswagen Stiftung Foundation -



European Research Council; Volkswagen Stiftung Foundation; South African National Research 
Council; National Science Foundation; National Endowment for the Humanities; National 
Geographic Society.   
  
Manuscript Referee  
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Journal of Archaeological Science, 
Archaeometry, African Archaeological Review, Current Anthropology, African Studies Review, 



2007-2008 Museum Collections Fund. “Kenyan Pots and Potters.” ($12,000).   
2007-2008 Council of Africa, The Field Museum. “Impact of Rice and Pastoralism on the 

Malagasy Ecosystem.” ($9,000).   
2007-2008 Kusimba, S. B. and C. M. Kusimba. National Science Foundation. “REU Field 

School in Mount Elgon, Kenya.” ($130,000).   
2007 Grainger Equipment Fund. “Purchase and set up an Anthropology Server.” 

($56,000).   
2007 Catlin Anthropological Grant, The Field Museum.  “Ugandan Bark Cloth.” 

($16,000),   
2006 Catlin Anthropological Grant, The Field Museum.  Madagascar Textiles 

($16,000),   
2006 Council of Africa, The Field Museum. “Archaeology of Mount Elgon, Kenya.” 

($12,000).  
2004 Chris Philipp, Steve Nash, C. M. Kusimba, Alaka Wali, and Gary Feinman Museum 

Loan Network, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA. “Survey 
of African, South American, and Middle American Ethnographic Musical 
Instrument Collections.” ($16,534).   

2003 Kusimba, C.M. and D. K. Wright. National Science Foundation Predoctoral Grant. 
“Hinterlands of Swahili Cities: Archaeological Investigations of Economy and 
Trade in Tsavo, Kenya.” (US $ 12,000).   

2001-2003 Kusimba, C. M.  and S. B. Kusimba.  National Science Foundation. “Hinterlands of 
Swahili Cities: Archaeological Investigations of Economy and Trade in Tsavo, 
Kenya.”  (US $148,000).  

2001 Kusimba, C. M.  and B. D. Patterson Chicago 2020. “The Impact of Civil War on 
the Cultural and Natural Environment of Sierra Leone.” (US $50,000)   

1998 Kusimba, C. M., J. Kerbis-Peterhans, T. Gnoske, and B. D.  Patterson Eli Lilly 
Foundation. “Excavations of the Man-eaters Cave, West Tsavo National Park, 
Kenya.” (US $100,000).  

1996 National Science Foundation Grant. “Indigenous Craft Production on the Kenya 
Coast.” (US $51,459)   

1996 National Geographic Society Grant. “An Archaeological Survey of Urban 
Hinterlands of the Kenya Coast.” (US $11,162).  

1993 Kusimba, C. M. and David Killick. Grant from Uppsala University, 
Sweden.  “Metallographic analysis and radiocarbon dating of iron artifacts and 
charcoal samples from Galu, Mtwapa, and Ungwana, Kenya.” (US $8,000).  

1991 National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant # BNS 9024683 for 
dissertation fieldwork on the Kenya Coast (US $11,971).   

1990 Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research Grant for dissertation 
fieldwork (US $7000).  

1990 Emslie Horniman Grant from the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain 
and Ireland for dissertation fieldwork (Sterling £ 700).  

Research Experience  
2019- Director, The role of Climate Change and Diseases in the Collapse of Swahili 

Urbanism, Kenya  





 
Refereed Journal Articles  
  
2024 Current Themes in the Archaeology of East Africa. Annual Review of 

Anthropology, 53:353-370. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-anthro-041222-
091853  

2024 Kenoyer, J.M., Kusimba, C.M., Sarathi, A., Walz, J.R., Law, R.W. and Dussubieux, 
L. Carnelian beads from Manda, Unguja Ukuu and Kwa Mgogo: New insights on 
the stone bead trade between South Asia and East Africa, 7th to 15th Century 
CE. Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences, 16(5), p.83. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-024-01966-x  

2024 Sawchuk, E.A., Sirak, K.A., Manthi, F.K., Ndiema, E.K., Ogola, C.A., Prendergast, 
M.E., Reich, D., Aluvaala, E., Ayodo, G., Badji, L. and Bird, N., Kusimba, C.M. 
Charting a landmark-driven path forward for population genetics and ancient 
DNA research in Africa. The American Journal of Human Genetics, 111(7):1243-
1251. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajhg.2024.05.019.  

2023  Africa and its Global Connections. African Archaeological Review, 40:777-779.  
 https://doi.org/10.1007/s10437-023-09570-5  
2023 Brielle, E.S., Fleisher, J., Wynne-Jones, S., Sirak, K., Broomandkhoshbacht, N., 

Callan, K., Curtis, E., Iliev, L., Lawson, A.M., Oppenheimer, J. and Qiu, L., Kusimba, 
C.M. 2023. Entwined African and Asian genetic roots of medieval peoples of the 
Swahili coast. Nature, 615 (7954), pp.866-873.  

2021 Alpaslan-

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-anthro-041222-091853
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-anthro-041222-091853
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-024-01966-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10437-023-09570-5
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-021-04008-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10437-021-09462-6
https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1007/s11759-021-09434-x?sharing_token=EJXuvvZ_-RIzbWtMd3_SHPe4RwlQNchNByi7wbcMAY4H1v3di7GAZ-tYtzCyqUwWTr45BJo_wUmu8C30ZaWEysRLccsYt1u-F6OT8cVbAk_NiAUHCSpTSc_aJHxUXytqj7bNLizcyfJe2mbt-8GEFS-88UL4YsLUqgXBKjVCRr0%3D
https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1007/s11759-021-09434-x?sharing_token=EJXuvvZ_-RIzbWtMd3_SHPe4RwlQNchNByi7wbcMAY4H1v3di7GAZ-tYtzCyqUwWTr45BJo_wUmu8C30ZaWEysRLccsYt1u-F6OT8cVbAk_NiAUHCSpTSc_aJHxUXytqj7bNLizcyfJe2mbt-8GEFS-88UL4YsLUqgXBKjVCRr0%3D
https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1007/s11759-021-09434-x?sharing_token=EJXuvvZ_-RIzbWtMd3_SHPe4RwlQNchNByi7wbcMAY4H1v3di7GAZ-tYtzCyqUwWTr45BJo_wUmu8C30ZaWEysRLccsYt1u-F6OT8cVbAk_NiAUHCSpTSc_aJHxUXytqj7bNLizcyfJe2mbt-8GEFS-88UL4YsLUqgXBKjVCRr0%3D
https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1007/s11759-021-09434-x?sharing_token=EJXuvvZ_-RIzbWtMd3_SHPe4RwlQNchNByi7wbcMAY4H1v3di7GAZ-tYtzCyqUwWTr45BJo_wUmu8C30ZaWEysRLccsYt1u-F6OT8cVbAk_NiAUHCSpTSc_aJHxUXytqj7bNLizcyfJe2mbt-8GEFS-88UL4YsLUqgXBKjVCRr0%3D
https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1007/s11759-021-09434-x?sharing_token=EJXuvvZ_-RIzbWtMd3_SHPe4RwlQNchNByi7wbcMAY4H1v3di7GAZ-tYtzCyqUwWTr45BJo_wUmu8C30ZaWEysRLccsYt1u-F6OT8cVbAk_NiAUHCSpTSc_aJHxUXytqj7bNLizcyfJe2mbt-8GEFS-88UL4YsLUqgXBKjVCRr0%3D
https://link.springer.com/epdf/10.1007/s11759-021-09434-x?sharing_token=EJXuvvZ_-RIzbWtMd3_SHPe4RwlQNchNByi7wbcMAY4H1v3di7GAZ-tYtzCyqUwWTr45BJo_wUmu8C30ZaWEysRLccsYt1u-F6OT8cVbAk_NiAUHCSpTSc_aJHxUXytqj7bNLizcyfJe2mbt-8GEFS-88UL4YsLUqgXBKjVCRr0%3D
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10437-020-09385-8


2017 Kusimba, C.M., 2017. “Community archaeology and heritage in coastal and 
Western Kenya.” Journal of Community Archaeology & Heritage, 4(3):218-228. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/20518196.2017.1345365
https://juniperpublishers.com/gjaa/pdf/GJAA.MS.ID.555556.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ceramint.2015.04.064
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10437-013-9133-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10437-013-9133-4
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajpa.22227
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/659102
http://elibrary.pu.ac.ke/ir123456789/614
http://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/jgi/vol4/iss1/1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10437-008-9031-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10814-008-9023-5


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/gea.20183
https://brill.com/view/journals/jaa/3/2/article-p243_5.xml?language=en
https://brill.com/view/journals/jaa/3/2/article-p243_5.xml?language=en
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/B:AARR.0000030785.72144.4a
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1023/B:JARM.0000005510.54214.57
https://www.nature.com/articles/35294
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/BF01963509
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/africa/article/abs/social-context-of-iron-forging-on-the-kenya-coast/94AF9F3705F91A535DA848459E438A16
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/africa/article/abs/social-context-of-iron-forging-on-the-kenya-coast/94AF9F3705F91A535DA848459E438A16
http://reference.sabinet.co.za/webx/access/journal_archive/02578301/229.pdf
https://theconversation.com/when-and-why-did-people-first-start-using-money-78887
https://theconversation.com/when-and-why-did-people-first-start-using-money-78887
http://www.publicmedievalist.com/who-built-africa/
http://www.publicmedievalist.com/who-built-africa/


2017 Recovering a Lost” Medieval Africa. Interview with Paul Sturtevant. Public 

http://www.publicmedievalist.com/recovering-medieval-africa/
http://www.globalmiddleages.org/sites/default/files/Kusimba-Chapurukha-Globalism-Africa-Asia.pdf
http://www.globalmiddleages.org/sites/default/files/Kusimba-Chapurukha-Globalism-Africa-Asia.pdf




2016 Imagining an African Archaeology without Frontiers. Proceedings of the 14th 
Congress of the Pan African Archaeological Association for Prehistory and 
Related Studies. University of Witwatersrand Press, Johannesburg. pp 1-10.  

2015 Kusimba, C.M. “The Impact of Slavery on the East African Political Economy and 





2007 Kusimba, C. M. “The Collapse of Coastal City-States of East Africa”.  In 
Archaeology of Atlantic Africa and the African Diaspora, edited by A. Ogundiran 
and T. Falola. Indiana University Press, Bloomington, pp. 160-184.  

2007 Kusimba, S.B. and C.M. Kusimba. “Intensification and Protohistoric Agropastoral 
Systems in East Africa”. In Seeking a Richer Harvest: The Archaeology of 
Subsistence Intensification, Innovation, and Change, edited by T.L. Thurston and 
C.T. Fisher. Springer, New York, pp. 217-247. DOI: 10.1007/978-0-387-32762-
4_10.  

2006 Kusimba, C.M. “Warfare in African Chiefdoms.” In Violent Transformations: The 
Archaeology of Warfare and Long-Term Social Change, edited by E. Arkush and 
M. Allen.  University of Florida Press, Gainesville, pp 214-249.  

2006 Kusimba, C. M., S. B. Kusimba, and B. Agbaje-Williams. “Pre-colonial African 
Cities: Size and Density.”  In Population and Preindustrial Cities: A Cross-Cultural 
Perspective, edited by G.  Storey. University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa, pp 
145-158.  

2005 Kusimba, C. M. and S.B. Kusimba.  



Essays Presented to Professor Bethwell Allan Ogot, edited by E.S. Atieno-
Odhiambo. P. Schlettwein Publishing, Basel, pp. 3



http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08949460490430398?journalCode=gvan20
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08949460490430398?journalCode=gvan20


 
2025 C.M. Kusimba and S.B. Kusimba, The Shirazi Narrative: Founders of he Swahili 

States? Society of Africanist Archaeologists. Portugal 
2024 Medieval Connections Between China and East Africa: Evidence from Three 

Swahili City States of Manda, Mtwapa, and Gedi, Kenya. Jongdezhen, China. 
November 29-20. 

2024 The Mortuary Context of Medieval Swahili Peoples of East Africa. African Studies 
Association. Chicago. December 

2024 C. M. Kusimba and R. C. Oka. Deregulation and Predatory Commerce in the 17th 
Century Indian Ocean Economy: The Making of Modern World Systems. Society 
for American Archaeology. New Orleans. April. 

2024 Property Rights in medieval Swahili Coastal Towns. Society for American 
Archaeology. New Orleans. April. 

2022 Charles Stanish. Papers in Honor of Charles Stanish. SAA Annual conference.  
2018 “Ancient Relationships between China and East Africa.” Tang Center for 

Maritime Studies. University of California at Berkeley, April 26.  
2017 





2004 “Elite and Non-Elite Strategies in Prehistoric and Historic East Africa. Society for 
American Archaeology.” Montreal, Canada. April.  

2004 Kusimba, C. M. and S.B. Kusimba. “Archaeology in Tsavo, Kenya. Society for 
American Archaeology.” Montreal, Canada. April (Poster Session).  

2004 Oka, R.C., C.M. Kusimba, and S.B. Kusimba.  “Leadership in East African Societies: 
Technology, Interaction and Political Economy. “Society for American 
Archaeology. Montreal, Canada. April.  

2004 “Human –Wildlife Dynamics in Southeast Kenya.”  The A. Watson Armour III 
Spring Symposium on Indigenous Ecologies and Sustainability: Humans and 
Landscape, Past and Present. Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago.  March.  

2003  “Archaeology as Anthropology Today and Tomorrow. American Anthropological 
Association, Chicago, November.  

2003  “Archaeology Discoveries in Tsavo Kenya, Overhaul East African History and 
Archaeology.”  African Studies Association, Boston, October.  

2003 Kusimba, C. M. and K. Sharma. “On developing archaeology of slavery in Africa.” 
Society for American Archaeology. Milwaukee. March.  

2002  “East Africa: A Shifting Cultural and Ecological Kaleidoscope—The Last 2000 
Years.” American Anthropological Association. Washington, DC. November.  

2001  “The Role of the Ivory and Slave Trade in the Destruction of African 
Civilizations.”  Archaeology of the African Diaspora. Ann Arbor. University of 
Michigan. October.



1996  “The Rise of Elites among the Pre-colonial Swahili of the East African Coast.” The 
14th Annual Visiting Scholar Seminar.  Carbondale, Southern Illinois University, 
March.  

1995  “Social and Spatial Organization at Swahili Archaeological Sites.”  The 10th Pan 
African Congress for Prehistory and Related Studies. Harare, Zimbabwe, June 
1995.  

1994  “The Social Context of Iron Forging on the Kenya Coast.”  The 37th Annual 
Meeting of the African Studies Association, Toronto, November.  

1994  “Farmers, Fishers, and Ironworkers: A View from the Swahili Coast.” Paper Read 
at the Society for African Archaeology Biennial Conference, University of Indiana, 
Bloomington, May.  

1994  “Kenya’s Relations with the Far East.” Asian Ceramic Research Organization 
Conference, Chicago, October.  

1993  “Kenya's Destruction of the Swahili Cultural Heritage.” Carter Lectures on Africa, 
Center for African Studies, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, April.  

1993 “Debating Swahili State Formation: Reassessing Evidence for State Evolution in 
East Africa.” WAC Inter-Congress on Urban Origins in Eastern Africa, Mombasa, 
Kenya, January.  

1993  “Possible Contributions of Ironworking Technology in the Evolution of Swahili 
States.” WAC Inter-Congress on Urban Origins in Eastern Africa, Mombasa, 
Kenya, January.  

1993 Kusimba, C. M.  and D. Killick.  “Iron Working at the Swahili Site of Ungwana 
(Poster)”, WAC Inter-Congress on Urban Origins in Eastern Africa, Mombasa, 
Kenya, January.  

1992  “The Declining Significance of Traditional African Women and the Question of 
Gender Inequalities: The Plight of Rural Kenyan Women.”  Staff Seminar Paper, 
Institute of African Studies, University of Nairobi, Kenya, April.  

1991 Killick, D.  and C. M. Kusimba “Imported Metals from Ungwana, Kenya.”  The 
annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Pittsburgh, April.  

1990  “Prospects of the Kenya Coastal Museums in the 1990s.”  The 33rd Annual 

Kenya, January.



2021  Exploring Maritime Networks between China and East Africa, Seminar. 
Department of History, Georgetown University, Washington, DC February 12,  

2016 Ancient Relationships between China and East Africa. Department of 
Anthropology. Minzu University of Beijing. November 18.  

2016 “Ancient Relationships between China and East Africa.” Department of 
Anthropology. Sun Yat Sen University-Guangzhou, China. November 16.  

2016  “Long-distance exchange networks in Iron Age Eastern and Central Africa.” 
Transegalitarian and Chiefdom Society Long Distance Exchange Conference 
convened by Kristian Kristiansen (University of Göthenburg), Johan Ling 
(University of Göthenburg) and Richard Chacon (Winthrop University), University 
of Göthenburg, Sweden, May 27-28. Did not attend due to injury.  

2016 "Trade and the Medieval Swahili State," Guest Lecture, Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Richmond. Scope: State. March 25.  

2015 “Trade and the Medieval Swahili State.” CHS: Origin of the State Seminar Series. 
Department of History, The Ohio State University, Columbus, September 17-18.  

2015 “Global Networks, Traders, Trading Systems, and the Evolution of the 
State.”  Archaeological Institute of America-Staten Island Chapter, Staten Island, 
New York. April 19.  

2015 “Precolonial Social and Economic networks in the Indian Ocean, Seattle Institute 
of Art, and University of Washington Seminar Series. February 12.  

2015 “The State of Archaeology in East Africa.” Annual Lecture, the British Institute in 
Eastern Africa, January 23.  

2014 “Ancient Maritime Networks between China and Africa.” Sun Yan Sen University, 
Guangzhou-China, November 20.  

2014 “Maritime Exchange Networks and Urban-Centered States in Ancient East 
Africa.” CHS: Origin of the State Seminar Series. Department of History, The Ohio 
State University, Columbus, October 31.  

2014 “Predatory Commerce and Economic Disaster:  A Cautionary Tale from the 17th 
Century Indian Ocean Economy.” Annual Lecture-Center for African Studies. 
University of Florida, Gainesville. October 3.  

2014 “Global Networks, Traders, Trading Systems, and the Evolution of the 
State.”  Archaeological Institute of America-Hartford Chapter. Trinity College, 
Connecticut. September 22.  

2014 Predatory Commerce and Economic Disaster:  A Cautionary Tale from the  
17th Century Indian Ocean Economy. University of Virginia, Charlottesville. 
September 12  

2014  Imagining an African Archaeology without Frontiers.  Keynote Address. 14th 
Congress of the Pan African Archaeological Association for Prehistory and 





  
2001 “Hinterlands of Swahili Cities: Archaeological Investigations of Economy and 

Trade in Tsavo, Kenya.”  Seminar at the University of Chicago. February 12.  
2001 Kusimba, C. M.  and B. Bronson.  “Unwrapping a Little-Known Textile Tradition of 

Madagascar.”  Public Lecture.  Field Museum of Natural History African Festival. 
February 4  

2001  “Archaeology Today and Tomorrow”. Seminar at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. February 3.  

2001 “Hinterlands of Swahili Cities: Archaeological Investigations of Economy and 
Trade in Tsavo, Kenya.” Seminar at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. February 2.  

2000  “The Role Interregional Interaction in Shaping the Cultural Landscape of the Late 
Iron Age Cultures in East Africa.”  Brown Bag.  University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor. October 19.  

2001  “Wonders of the African World: A Commentary on Henry Louis Gates 
Documentary.” Northwestern University, July 10  

2001  “The Rise and Fall of Swahili States.” Carter G. Woodson Library, November 9.  
2001 “Archaeological Landscape of East Africa: Changing Theoretical and 

Methodological Perspectives.” Lecture to Anthropology and Sociology 
Department.  Luther College, November 6.  

1998 Kusimba, C. M.  



1994  “The Archaeology and Ethnography of Ironworking on the Kenya Coast.” The 
Black Studies Program, Florida State University, February.  

1994  “Archaeology, History, and Colonialism: The case of the Swahili of Eastern 
Africa.”  The Black Studies Program, Florida State University, February.  

1990  “Analytical Results of Metal Artifacts from the Swahili Coast: Implications for the 
Late Iron Age Archaeology of East Africa.”  Department of Anthropology, Harvard 
University, April.  

Symposia and Conference Organized   
2025 Landscapes of Investment: Urban-Rural Dynamics and Landesque in Northeast 

and East Africa Communities (1600 BCE-1700 CE). Society of Africanist 
Archaeologists, Portugal. July.   

2024  “Archaeological Research of the Maritime Silk Road.” Jingdezhen, China,  N 
 November 28-29  
2017 “Ancient and Contemporary Relationship Between China and Africa.” 

International Conference held in Lamu, Kenya July 27-29.  
2015 "I am Rwandan: Twenty-One Years After the Genocide," Public Anthropology 

Conference, Public Anthropology Conference, American University. October.  
2004 Kusimba, C. M. and G.M. Feinman. Third Annual Chicago Complex Society 

Workshop. Field Museum of Natural History, February 7.  
2003 Oland, M and C. M. Kusimba.  “Archaeologies of Resistance.” Society for 

American Archaeology. April 9-13 Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
2002 Kusimba, C. M.  and G.M. Feinman. Second Annual Chicago Complex Society 

Workshop. Field Museum of Natural History, February 15   
2001 Kusimba, C. M.  and J. Haas.  First Annual Chicago Complex Society Workshop. 

Field Museum of Natural History, February 10.  
1994. Kusimba, C. M.  “New and Emerging Themes in Africanist Archaeology.” 94th 
Annual American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C. (November 15-19, 
1995).  

Graduate Students Supervised  
  
2024- Andre Ntangwabira (University of Rwanda) 
2024- Muchen Zhou (University of Oxford) 
2022- Sewasew H. Assefa (PhD to be awarded May 2025, Washington University at St. 

Louis)  
2017-2025 



2001-2005 David Wright (PhD awarded 2005, University of Illinois at Chicago, now 
Professor, Oslo University, Finland)  

  
Master's Students  
  
2022-2024 Francesca Ibarra (MA to be awarded May 2025, The University of South Florida)  
2019-20 Muchen Zhou (MAI) American University  
2016-19 Mathew Houle (MAI) American University  
2016-19 Margaret Stone (BA/MA) American University  
2016-19 Megan Kunkle (MAI) American University  
2016-19 Nathan Smith (MAI) American University  
2015-2016 Emily Polansky (MA, awarded December 2016), American University  
2015-2016 Heather Bouslog (MA, awarded December 2016), American University  
2015-2016 Kelsey Gerber (MA, awarded 2016), American University  
2007- 2010 Ryan Szymanski (MA awarded 2010, Northern Illinois University, now PHD 

Candidate at University of Western Washington)   
2007-2009 
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Tel.: +27 12 420 4661; fax: +27 86 542 9204  
Email: innocent.pikirayi@up.ac.za  
  
Akinwumi Ogundiran  
Department of Africana Studies  
University of North Carolina at Charlotte  
9201 University City Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28223  
Phone: +1 (704)687-5162  
Email: ogundiran@uncc.edu  
  
Joyce Marcus  
Department of Anthropology  
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.  
4038 Museums Building  
1109 Geddes Avenue Ruthven  
Natural History Museums Building  
Phone +1 (734)763-5164.  
Email: joymar@umich.edu  
  
Daniel O. Sayers  
Department of Anthropology  
American university  
4400 Massachusetts Ave, NW  
Hamilton Hall 101  
Phone +1(804)381-8063  
Email: sayers@american.edu  
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