
 from grants provided by NASA and the U . S.  Department of 
Education.  The  ExxonMobil Foundation,  which has provided funding for Florida science educators to implement 
Building a Presence for Science (BAP), also supported the parti cipation of BAP members in the s ummit.  
 
The goal of the summit was to  enhance Florida's economic development by preparing its workforce in 
mathematics and science, with the objective of strengthen ing  student achievement in science and mathematics by 
increasing teacher effectiveness. Legislators, the Governor's staff, Florida Department of Education officials, 
business and industry representatives, and s cience and mathematics educators at all levels convened to establish a 
common understanding of  the need for science and mathematics literacy in our workforce ,  the challenges of 
today's schools , effective methods of mathematics and science instruction , the nature and dimensions of creating 
change in mathematics and science instruction,  and action plans necessary to achieve them.  
 
The summit set the stage for developing  action plans and securing support for action. Securing support requires 


